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Report from the Chair

Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter. Fundraising is again underway for ‘Gosport Museum and
Gallery’ after the disappointment of not being given a HLF grant.. Changes planned for the old
building, which is Grade 2 Listed, have been agreed by the planning authorities. As some of you
know, Gosport High Street has been chosen to benefit from funding through “Heritage Action
Zone” ie HAZ. We have been invited to support the Hampshire Cultural Trust application to HAZ.
Success would mean the work to transform the old building would happen more quickly and in a
well  co-ordinated  fashion.  Our  committee  will  be  meeting  early  in  October  to  agree  our
contribution to the effort. The application process will take time to reach a conclusion.

Meanwhile  “Gizmobots”  has  been  a  very  successful  exhibition  in  the  Gallery  with  three
workshops, for youngsters on holiday, creating ‘Robots from Rubbish’ – the plastics and tins etc
collected by the volunteers being the ‘rubbish’! Results were admired and taken home in triumph.
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  POP-UP-MUSEUM for  Heritage  Open  Days  is  being
prepared. Dot Bedenham and I worked with Wendy Redman to plan displays using objects from
the museum stores. We hope that visitors will be intrigued to see things, probably never shown
before, donated by the people of the town. We have been helped by two young volunteers who
are taking OU Courses in History.

We have designed an interim Membership Form because the Discovery Centre and the HCT are
now separated. It’s been printed ready for the Pop-Up to encourage more people to join us.
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Informal Coffee Meeting

No Longer Take Place Each Month, maybe
reinstated in the future

Look out for changes and events in the old
Library/ Gosport Gallery/ SEARCH building.

Gosport Gallery
27th September to 31st December

I Grew Up in 80s Exhibition
FREE admission £3 suggested donation

Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
Walpole Rd PO12 1NS

Elson Library
28th November 7pm £10

A Wreath of Festive Frights
By Resting Actor Alfred St John Merrimoon

136 Chantry Road PO12 4NG

Gosport Discovery Centre
25th November 7:30pm

Haslar's D-Day
By Eric Birbrck
Admission £5

High Street PO12 1BT



When we know more about the plans for the new museum we’ll have another go at designing an
appropriate form. 

After the Pop-Up, be prepared to return to the 1980s for life as it was! This is the subject of the
next exhibition in the Gallery. There’s a Quiz Night in October – tables of six, £10 a table with a
prize or two – a chance to dig out those shoulder pads and dress for the occasion.

The committee will be considering ways to increase the project funds we have at present, but the
need to show our support for HAZ is important. If you have suggestions for fundraising please
get in touch with Secretary Ian Jeffery asap.
Maggie Ventham 26/08/19 

 Final Subscription Reminder 2019/20

If you have not yet paid your 2019/20 subscription and wish to continue being a member of the
Friends of Gosport Museum and receive the Newsletter from November 2019 please would you
pay the amount by the end of October 2019. Thank you.  

Report of a Talk about Robert and Jane Carlile (Bob Forder) by Mary Duly

The advert in the (just, seeing it is 31.8.!)  current “What’s On” intrigued me. The subjects of a
talk on 19th August were to be Robert and Jane Carlile , whom the speaker was claiming were
Gosport’s unknown revolutionaries, a tall claim, perhap, but the speaker, a Bob Forder, well and
truly justified his claim.  To be truthful, Robert wasn’t born in Gosport, but he came to Gosport
from the West country and the claim rests on the fact that he was married to Jane, a Sarisbury
girl at St Mary’s Church in Alverstoke., and obviously spent some time in Gosport, I do not know
how long. But his career is such that I am happy to go along with Mr Forder’s claim. What a
couple! 

FGM readers will know the political situation in the late 18th – early 19th Century.. 

The facts of the Peterloo Massacre in Manchester   in 1819 have been well published of late it
being the 200th Anniversary of that sad event.. But did you know that Robert was on the stage
with  the  charismatic  orator,  Henry  Hunt,  at  Peterloo  and  that  the  1st written  and  published
account of the facts of the massacre was his? By 1819, he was well known in the south as a
political agitator against all the authorities stood for - he had run a printer’s business in the years
after he had left Gosport, in Fleet St, promulgating the views of Thomas Paine and his incendiary
ideas in the latter’s seminal book ,“The Rights of Man”. Robert was able to appear unrecognised
in Manchester as his physical appearance was unknown in the north. 

He spent some years in Gosport after his marriage, some of the time working with Rev. David
Bogue of the Congregational Church, exploring his thoughts on religion, but never conventional
as might be expected. He subsequently took up a firm atheistic stance, years later moderating
this to a more pantheistic attitude. He never was afraid to re-examine his views, which in my
opinion adds to his creditworthiness. 

Both before and after the Peterloo Massacre, he found himself in prison, sometime for years.
This was largely spent in Dorset Jail which was at the ‘softer end’ of the prison system of those
days, and the authorities never found a way of silencing him!  Jane was often allowed to visit,
conjugal rights were even possible in those repressive days, and children did result!

This brings me on to another important theme that he advocated – BIRTH CONTROL, and our
speaker claimed that he was the first advocate of this delicate subject, in Britain – EVER.! This
approach ties in with his keen support  of  the idea of ‘Votes for Women. The arguments he
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promulgated might be those of an advocate today!. He, and his wife, were certainly an incredible,
team.

The question is why or how he has been so sidelined. The speaker suggested that this is partly
because he was not a socialist, and though most of his ideas for the prospect of the working man
are in the Labour party canon, he has just, unfairly I think, been forgotten , both on the national
and local scene, because of that!.

I think too I should mention that Bob Forder described himself as a National Secular Society
Historian. BY Mary Duly

Venue Managers Report – by Wendy Redman

It has been a busy time in the venue. The first news is that we have a new name for the building
to cover all we hope to offer in the future, Gosport Museum and Art Gallery. It was decided to
have a name that was simple and explicit to the community and visitors to the area. The next
piece of very exciting news is that HCT in partnership with GBC has been successful in securing
funding for Gosport to regenerate its historic High Street. A large amount of the total Gosport will
be awarded will be added to the amount already raised by HCT and go directly into the plans for
the building.   The creating of a new museum will be at the forefront of the plans. The 4 year
development will begin in April 2020. We are really grateful for the Friends support in making this
happen.

In July Gizmobots came into the gallery. The exhibition of unique sculptures made from scrap
items has been very popular with all ages. Alongside the exhibition we ran a summer holiday
programme of 5 mini making sessions and 5 booked workshops. All were very well attended and
attracted  new  visitors  to  the  building.  The  next  exhibition,  I  Grew  up  80s,  opens  on  28
September.

The team of collections volunteers has grown. There are now 4 regular volunteers that meet on a
Monday afternoon and they have already made a big difference to the stores. A research room
has been created and the photo files and books within the collection have been sorted to give
users easy access. There have recently been a number of enquires and it has been great to
have a space to get items out in for visitors to view. Enquires have included Gosport Bank notes
held in the collection and information for a leaflet on the Thorngates.

The biggest challenge for the volunteers has been creating the Pop Up Museum for Heritage
Open Days. While looking through the stores lots of interesting items have been discovered. The
mini  museum  featured  Withers  the  Butchers,  Mumby  bottles,  The  Grove  Estate,  sporting
trophies, and a series of maps from different eras. Archive film, old photos on the new screen,
and the film used in the old museum Time Machine have also all been included. Thank you to the
Friends for the donation of funds to buy a new large screen, display cases, and Secol to store
paper items in. Visitors have enjoyed reminiscing about Gosport Past and shared their memories
with us. We have also been consulting visitors on what they would like to experience in the new
museum. 

SEARCH has had a busy start  to  the school  year.  Gemma the schools Manager has been
working in partnership with Historic England to create a training day for local teachers to help
them teach Local History in the classroom. The training day will take place in October and use
some of the collections from the stores.

To increase income we have started to hire our spaces to different interest groups including U3A
and Age Concern.  This  has bought  new visitors into the building.  The next  few months are
looking busy and it is great to have the majority of the building back in use.

By Wendy Redman
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Gosport Museum and Art Gallery Event

I Grew up 80s" Quiz Night October 17th 7 -9 pm
 at the 'Gosport Museum and Art Gallery' 

( formerly known as the Old Grammar School ) 
Tables for up to six for £10, a few left at time of this newsletter,

 bring your own choice of nibbles and drinks. 
Phone 023 92 501 957 to book a table.
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Subscription for Membership

Subscriptions for Friends of Gosport Museum  due from 1st April each year
at £6 single £9 joint please send the Payments (cheques made to: Friends
of Gosport Museum) to Linda Hedley, 7 Fairhome Close, Elson, Gosport,
Hants PO12 4HZ. Tel: 023 9258 6130

Joined since 1st November 2018 your subscription lasts to 1st April 2020.

Would You Like to Volunteer?

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  SEARCH  it  would  be  Wendy  at
wendy.redman@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk  or  for  the  Museum  and
Gallery Katie Andrews VSA katie.andrews@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
. 
New Education Officer Gemma Walters, as both new staff are part-time
please allow them time to get back to you as not in every day. Thank you

If you have information, articles, events or photos that may be of interest
to Friends of Gosport Museum, please let me have them by post or email.
If for the October Newsletter by 25th October or as soon as you can to:Ian
Jeffery 11 Harcourt Rd, Gosport, Hants PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info

The Newsletter  can be received by email  (Adobe Reader  .pdf)  let  me
know if  you would be happy to receive it  this way.  This will  help save
FoGM cost, keeping the subscription down. Thank you Ian  

Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FoGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter

by email in .PDF, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of

Hampshire Cultural Trust, or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is
open to all - Please contact any Committee 
member.  Annual Subscription Individuals £6

Families £9.00.Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced
 with the help of Hampshire Cultural Trust.
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