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Report from the Chair

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter which at last deserves that title although the recent rain was
good for our gardens. We have at last achieved our ambition to provide a large screen for the
museum. The grants from county councillors have been used to buy an adaptable, interactive
model for the future new museum in the former ‘Technical Institute and Free Library’ building
(which became Gosport Grammar School). This Grade 2 listed building is now entirely operated
by the Hampshire Cultural Trust. The Venue Manager for Gosport negotiated the purchase of the
screen on our behalf. Thank you Wendy.

Ready for Heritage Open Days, and possibly for longer, we are helping with an event in the room
alongside the Geology Gallery. This will be a ‘POP–UP MUSEUM’ showing some of Gosport’s
hidden treasures from the stored collections. Small show cases, covers for maps, posters and
other material, special foam mats for tables and a budget for all the necessary display boards will
be provided by a donation agreed by our committee given from the Margaret Roberts Bequest.
This event will promote our membership with a newly designed Membership Form which looks
forward to the future museum. Thank you David Moore for producing and printing 100 copies.
Volunteer stewards will be needed so keep a space in your diaries for September 17 th – 20th and
the following week when the Gallery will be closed for preparation of the next exhibition. During
the POP-UP there will be a special emphasis on public consultation. The designers of the future
New Museum in the old building really want to fulfil people’s expectations when using such a
community facility. Go along and write your ideas on post-its to attach to the display boards!
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Informal Coffee Meeting

No Longer Take Place Each Month, maybe
reinstated in the future

Look out for changes and events in the old
Library/ Gosport Gallery/ SEARCH building.

Gosport Gallery
27th April 10am to 6th July 2019 4pm

International Garden Photographer of the
Year (IGPOTY) FREE Admission

The world’s most prestigious photographic
competition and exhibition for garden, plant

and botanical photography. 

Blenheim Palace 7th June to 20th August

Elson Library

War Hero or Murderer? 

Retired detective, Paul Stickler, delves deeper

into the story of Percy Toplis.

£5 Tel: 023 9252 4608

www.hants.gov.uk/library-elson 

Gosport Gallery

Events throughout August 

For Children from 3 upwards  



As a new name for the old building has not yet been found, GBC have continued to use the title
‘Gosport Museum Joint Management Committee’ for their new committee dealing with ALL the
uses of the old building’s facilities and the many out-reach activities in the community. This JMC
has been totally  reconstituted  and we  are  no longer  involved unless  invited  for  a  particular
reason. This does not mean we lose contact with those in charge because we have a very
secure pipeline to air  our views or to provide information through Wendy Redman who is a
member of the JMC. I have a copy of Wendy’s report to the JMC to share with our committee.

The next exhibition will be ‘Gizmobots’ with children’s workshops creating things. Clean plastic
tops and bottles, washed out cans eg baked beans buttons and fabric are needed. Contributions
via the Gallery or Search will be welcome. Maggie Ventham Chair 26th June 2019

Subscriptions and the Future

Thank you for the quick payment of subscriptions this year. A higher proportion of renewals have
been received in  the  first  couple of  months  than I  remember  happening during  my time as
secretary. It seems that things are now happening and The Museum will be less ignored. I am
sure some will say it has not been but at times, it has to me, felt like that.

It will take time and how long it takes will depend on how money comes in. As Maggie has said if
you have ideas for the new museum, try to go to the 'Pop-up Museum' between the 17 th and 20th

September and add your ideas to the post-its to the display boards and if you feel you could give
some  time  to  help  that  week  or  the  following  week  please  contact  the  Volunteer  Support
Assistant (VSA) Katie Andrews katie.andrews@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk.

Bristol Brigand RH772/3 Crash 1952/ 53 Brockhurst/ Bridgemary

Over the last 12 to 15 years I have received a number of memories to a web site I look after
(though not very well lately, but I hope to get back to it shortly) about an aeroplane crash in the
north of Gosport. I have put  the dashes where two or more have given different information. I
have planned to look through them and put them on the new site. I have included some of the
earlier ones to show how a first almost vague comment became a flurry of memories and later
backed up the memories of someone who was on the aircraft, and confirmed by another from the
records, to me one of the best things about looking after the web site.

I  did  pick  from  two  main  possibilities,  this  event  and  the  Bedenham  (Gosport  –  not  HMS
Bedenham in Gibraltar) explosion. I felt this had more of a mix of Civilian and Military memories.
If you have any memories of this, the Bedenham or any other event, inside or outside of Gosport,
please let me know. Please advise if you are happy to to have them added to the newsletter and
websites or which newsletter and websites that you would be happy to have them added. Ian

Allan started it with this paragraph from a number of memories of his time in Gosport.

I was wondering if anyone can remember circa 1952 when a bomber crash landed in the field
adjacent to Holbrook school. It apparently overshot Rowner airfield, which was converted to a
housing estate in 1964. The bomber was heading for the school - it was just after playtime - but
veered off towards Brockhurst Road and was arrested by the hedging.  

This brought forward Robert's memories of that day.

I have just read the memories of Allan Andrews with regard to the bomber crash adjacent to
Holbrook School in 1952. I also was in the school on that day and watched in fascination as the
aircraft headed across the field toward the wooden classrooms finally turning right and coming to
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a rest against the hedge. I think Allan and I along with the other pupils and staff have a lot to
thank the pilot for. I was particularly pleased to read the post as I only had vague memories of
the event and at one time not many years ago, tried to research it but could find no reference to
it. I was in contact with an Aircraft Crash Historian who also could put no light on the matter. I
convinced myself in the end that I had dreamt the whole affair or that I was going mad. Thank
you Allan for giving me back my sanity.   

Brian has some information (was there two crashes? Ian)

08.05.52 RH773 Brigand B1 of Aircraft  Torpedo Development Unit.  Written off  after suffering
engine failure on take off at Gosport, the pilot being forced to retract the undercarriage in order to
stop. The pilot survived but his RN crewman was killed. Naval Airman 1st Class CA Marques RN
killed,Lieutenant DP Norman RN survived.

After a couple of memories from others, then some from Derrick Quantrill who was on the aircraft

Hello from an old RAF chap from H.M.S. Siskin who was in the crashed bomber. I joined the
R.A.F. in 1952 aged 20 and after training as an airframe mechanic was posted to H.M.S. Siskin
in January 1953. Later that year I received permission to fly with a Naval pilot, attached to us, in
a Brigham Bomber doing circuits and bumps (familiarising the pilot with the aircraft).

We took off and whilst  just crossing the outskirts of the airfield one of the engines stopped.
Luckily the pilot switched off the other engine, stopping us gaining height which would have had
more serious results. The reason for the stoppage was fuel starvation due to the wrong fuel
tanks being used.

Although it is 59 years ago, I can still remember the school appearing and the pilot's efforts to
miss it for which we should all be very grateful. 

I often wonder what happened to the gentleman who was riding his bicycle along Brockhurst
Road at the time and saw us appear though the hedge! However, he jumped off his bike and
helped us out of the aircraft!

I also remember that we were picked up by helicopter and returned to base. This was a very
special treat in those days as helicopters were a new innovation.

Others sent in memories followed by this research by Den (Edited Ian)

On Thursday 8th October 1953, Bristol Brigand service number RH 772, took off from Royal
Naval  Air  Station  Siskin,  just  before midday.  Ground staff  noticed that  there was something
wrong, and fire appliances were ordered to follow in the direction the aircraft was flying. Such
was their haste that the firemen smashed through the a locked gate (Gate ‘D’), already kitted up
in their fire-proof suits. They did not have far to go, the aircraft crashed to the ground into a
potato field approximately 300 yards from the end of the runway. 

The pilot’s quick thinking in turning off the ignition and fuel supply, prevented a fire starting in the
downed plane, the fire crews, were not needed. Thankfully pupils from Holbrook School located
a hundred yards from where the aeroplane came to rest.

The pilot and passenger of the stricken plane were airlifted from the scene by a naval helicopter
a few minutes after the crash, neither seriously hurt or suffering from minor injuries but obviously
in shock. The aircraft was later taken to Fleetlands Aircraft Repair Yard. Obstructions such as
bus stop signs, were cut down to allow the wings to pass, and then re-welded in place. 

The pilot at the time of the crash was Lt. Blood who was uninjured, as was his passenger 
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Finally (so far)  with this from Ted who also sent in a photograph of the crash (Edited Ian)

Having read your article on the 1953 brigand RH772 air crash, I think the following will be of some
interest. As for the pilot of the aircraft, it was a Navy Lt Marshall, not Lt Blood as you stated, who
was is fact Master Sergeant Blood. The passenger was David Quantrill (rigger). (Above Derrick)

The unit to which the aircraft belonged, was aircraft torpedo development unit. The reason for the
crash was lack of fuel due to the outboard tanks being empty.

It  was  normal  at  the  station  to  wire  off  the  outboard  tanks,  and  only  run  on  the  inboards,
unfortunately the wiring had been removed and the pilot being new to the aircraft was unaware of
this process. Having selected the inboards for takeoff, he then went to the outboards for the flight
which were empty. 

The above memories and research, I feel show historical research is never completed Ian Jeffery.
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Subscription for Membership

Subscriptions for Friends of Gosport Museum  due from 1st April each year
at £6 single £9 joint please send the Payments (cheques made to: Friends
of Gosport Museum) to Linda Hedley, 7 Fairhome Close, Elson, Gosport,
Hants PO12 4HZ. Tel: 023 9258 6130

Joined since 1st November 2018 your subscription lasts to 1st April 2020.

Would You Like to Volunteer?

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  SEARCH  it  would  be  Wendy  at
wendy.redman@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk  or  for  the  Museum  and
Gallery Katie Andrews VSA katie.andrews@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
. 
New Education Officer Gemma Walters, as both new staff are part-time
please allow them time to get back to you as not in every day. Thank you

If you have information, articles, events or photos that may be of interest
to Friends of Gosport Museum, please let me have them by post or email.
If  for the September Newsletter by 23rd August or as soon as you can
to:Ian Jeffery 11 Harcourt Rd, Gosport, Hants PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info

The Newsletter  can be received by email  (Adobe Reader  .pdf)  let  me
know if  you would be happy to receive it  this way.  This will  help save
FoGM cost, keeping the subscription down. Thank you Ian  

Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FoGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter

by email in .PDF, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of

Hampshire Cultural Trust, or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is
open to all - Please contact any Committee 
member.  Annual Subscription Individuals £6

Families £9.00.Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced
 with the help of Hampshire Cultural Trust.

mailto:wendy.redman@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
mailto:ian@gosport.info
mailto:katie.andrews@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

