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Introduction to Joan Russell item from Memorial Eulogy 

This January Newsletter is devoted to the eulogy for Joan Russell delivered by her son Stephen
at the Memorial Service commemorating Joan's life on October 2nd 2018 at St Mary's Church
Alverstoke. The service was attended by her family, friends and many people whose work and
interests  were  connected  to  Joan's.  Our  association  was  founded  in  1991  by  a  handful  of
enthusiastic volunteers. Joan was one of the keenest of these people and for more than 20 years
maintained her interest, support and influence . She served on the Friends committee for most of
those years and on Gosport Museum Joint Management Committee as our representative and
project officer. Joan's ability for creative writing led to publications supported by grants obtained
by the Museum Friends, exhibitions and talks were her forte. We are very grateful to Stephen
Russell  for  allowing  us  to  print  his  tribute  which  he  sent  from the  USA via  his  sister  Ros.
Maggie Ventham

Joan Russell from the Eulogy by Stephen Russell

All of you knew her. You were all  her friends and family and doubtless have your own warm
personal memories of her. And we’re here not just to remember her, but also to celebrate her life.
She truly was a wonderful woman with a boundless capacity for love, and whose determination
and optimism were irrepressible. Life, she often said, is “a problem solving exercise”. And I know
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Informal Coffee Meeting

No Longer Take Place Each Month, maybe
reinstated in the future

 Wendy Redman has been promoted to
Gosport Venue Manager and also she will be

responsible for Education with the Trust,
on the departure of Jacqui Ready at the end

of January.
She will also look after the Gallery Volunteers

on the departure of Jeff Whicher.

Look out for changes and events in the old
Library/ Gosport Gallery/ SEARCH building.



it  would  make  her  smile  to  hear  us  singing  “fight  the  good  fight”  at  her  memorial  service.
Especially the last two lines of the first stanza “lay hold on life and it shall be thy joy and crown
eternally”. She was born on 1st November 1919, just after the end of WW1 and had a happy
childhood, growing up in the Hampshire countryside with her two brothers and her lifelong best
friend, Mair. She learned that happiness does not come from material wealth but from the wind
and the rain and from woodland flowers, especially primroses, and from story books and love
and friendship. She and Mair read “Polyanna” and “Anne of Green Gables” together and were
captivated by Anne’s delightful positivity, which for ever after they would try to emulate. Such
Positivity became an enduring hallmark of Mum’s approach to life: no matter what adversity she
encountered, she avoided bitterness, and could always recover her joie de vivre. She did well at
school, aided by her deep intelligence, a thirst for knowledge and an extraordinary photographic
memory, discovered by a teacher who, suspecting her of homework plagiarism, asked her to look
at a page in a book and then read it back once the book was closed, which mum was able to do
faultlessly. You could see that capacity in her ability to colorfully describe any scene, situation or
story from her past, which, paired with her fertile imagination, led to a lot of editorializing and
embellishment – and great stories with which she could hold the rapt attention of her children,
grandchildren and later her fellow local historians. At University she read (and remembered in
detail) all of the classic novels, learned French, and joined an eclectic circle of friends, which
included  her  future  husband  Ken.  When  WW2 broke  out  and  interrupted  her  studies,  she
survived bombing raids in Southampton while working at the library, she built crystal radio sets
for pilots, and supported the exiled Czechoslovakian cabinet (who thought she was a spy when
she drank too much one evening and started conversing with them in Czech!).

Once the war was over, she married and moved with Ken to spend 3 years in postwar Germany
where Ken was stationed with MI6. After 8 years of trying, she finally became a mother, aged 35,
on the birth of her daughter Miranda, with Rosalind following later. Within four years, that family
life in northern England came to a harrowing end when her husband Ken died from metastatic
colorectal  cancer.  Her  brother-in-law Jim was  widowed the  same month  leaving  him with  3
children Diane, Pam and Nigel,. This was a defining moment in Mum’s life which solidified her
positive approach when she might easily have given-in to bitterness and self-pity. She and Jim
joined forces and she did everything within her power to build a loving and nurturing family
environment  for  all  5  bereaved  children.  A strong,  loving  marriage  developed,  despite  their
opposing life philosophies and political views. Two more children arrived, myself when Mum was
39 and my little sister Bridget when she was aged 45. And several years later she effectively
adopted one more, my teenage school-friend Stefan.

Our family was at all times challenging, but she rose to that challenge. She approached every
child and every problem with her own mix of intelligence and humanity, drawing strength from her
religious beliefs. She loved us all and took great pains to understand us as completely as she
could. She accepted us all completely no matter what we had done (or not done), and thought
hard about how she could help us to solve our problems, improve our lives, inspire us to find our
life goals and believe in our ability to realize them. This loving, intelligent, supportive approach
became the hallmark of her countless relationships with anyone and everyone who entered her
world,  encompassing a growing number  of  sons-  and daughters-in-law,  grandchildren,  great
grandchildren and great great grandchildren, friends of her children and friends she made in the
church  and  in  the  local  community.  Another  defining  characteristic  was  her  single  minded
determination. She used to irritate the children by telling us repeatedly “there’s no such word as
can’t”, and she practiced what she preached as we repeatedly witnessed. For example, after
turning 50 she returned to college as a full time student to get a degree and return to the job
market since dad was approaching retirement age with dependent children still at home. She
used the qualification to get a job as a remedial teacher in Haslar Detention Center where she
gained an income, but more importantly, where she inspired the inmates to take charge of their
lives by gaining proficiency in reading, writing and learning. Shortly thereafter, having determined
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to send me to Gordonstoun,  the most  expensive boarding school  in  the country,  which was
completely beyond her financial means, against all odds she secured a bank loan, bought two
run down houses in Ashburton Rd, had the family work evenings and weekends to renovate
them, and sold them making enough money to send both me and my sister Rose to the school
together!! She was also deeply involved in the church, school governance, local charities, politics
and local history. She had an encyclopaedic knowledge of history and that passion crystallized in
1977, when (once more against all odds and reason) she bought and moved into Stokehurst, the
Old Rectory to save it from demolition. Stokehurst provided mum with a perfect base from which
to research the local history of Gosport since the oldest part of the house had been built in the
13th century and centuries later, was where the soon-to-be queen of Spain (Donna Francesca)
had died of grief when her husband was defeated in the Spanish wars of succession. Mum’s
passion for digging into local history was both infectious and inspirational and I know many of
you here had fun working alongside her. Indeed, it was largely in recognition of her contributions
to local history that she was voted Gosport citizen of the year in 1994 – an honour she was very
proud of. She finally moved out of Stokehurst in 2015, aged 95, initially to Tamar House and then
to Beechcroft Green nursing home where, despite her failing mobility and loss of independence,
she graciously accepted her limitations, continued to be interested in others, made friends with
her carers and learned as much as she could about their personal lives. Until the end of her
days, she never lost the ability to find enjoyment and positivity in life and in people. So what is
her legacy, apart from the many lives that were impacted by her nurturing love, her inspiring
demonstrations of determination and triumph over adversity, and the many favorite quotes she
left us with (like “Lay hold on life” and “there’s no such word as can’t”)?

During my visits with her in the few months before she died, she was very weak and drifted in
and out of consciousness, but I had the opportunity to ask her a few last questions about herself.
And some of her replies reveal insights that I think she would want me to share with you. I asked
her about her life philosophy. In typical style she first reminded me that philos is love and sophy
is knowledge so philosophy is the love of knowledge. She explained that her father was the
strongest influence in her life in this regard and had talked to her about philosophy when she
was a young child whereupon her mother had pleaded with him to “leave the poor girl alone” and
he responded “well, Elsie, if you don’t want to hear about it then I shan’t speak to her any more
about it IN FRONT OF YOU”. In the end, she said, her favorite philosopher was Teilhard de
Chardin who believed that evolution is the mechanism of creation and that it will ultimately lead
to the world being filled with love. I asked her how she managed to love so many people and
commented “you have more loving relationships than anyone I know. I think that is why you find it
so hard not to muddle them all up now”. And she replied “Oh, but that can’t be true! God put me
here on this earth to love other people and it should be the easiest thing in the world to do”. “It’s
all about love, Stephen. It’s all about love” Then, one evening, when she was close the end of
her life and her eyes were closed I asked her “after nearly 99 years on this earth what have you
decided about the meaning of life?”. She opened her eyes in surprise, looked intently at me and
said very forcefully and with great certainty “life is for living Stephen, L-I-V-I-N-G” So those may
have been her two most important lessons for me. Life is for living and it’s all about love.

And throughout her life she also never stopped loving the people she had lost. Her mother and 
father, her two brothers, her two husbands (also brothers), her daughters Miranda (who died in a 
house fire aged only 25years old) and Diane, and her many many friends. She remembered their
birthdays and the anniversaries of their deaths –  she typically looked at their photographs and 
often wept for them on those days. And she firmly believed she would be reunited with all of them
after her death, which is how I like to think of her now, in the company of all those people who 
she was hoping to find in the next world. God bless you Olive Joan Russell

By Stephen Russell
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Gosport Gallery
Martin Snape: An artist's view of Gosport

26th January to 20th April 2019
Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm FREE Admission (suggested donation £3)

Martin Snape (1852-1930) is one of Gosport's most celebrated artists. An accomplished
topographical painter with a keen interest in the flora and fauna of Hampshire. Snape's love of the

area is evident in his sensitive depictions of the town,the harbour front and surrounding landscapes.

This exhibition presents artworks on paper from the collections cared for by Hampshire Cultural
Trust, including some works not seen in public before. Snape worked in a variety of mediums and

his preparatory sketches and watercolours reflect his prolific working practice. His recordings of the
ever-changing scenes of the area accompanied by historic photographs carefully selected by The

Friends of Gosport Museum .Together they reveal a unique insight into the Gosport of Snape's time.
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Subscription for Membership

Subscriptions for Friends of Gosport Museum  due from 1st April each year
at £6 single £9 joint please send the Payments (cheques made to: Friends
of Gosport Museum) to Linda Hedley, 7 Fairhome Close, Elson, Gosport,
Hants PO12 4HZ.  Subscription reminder should be enclosed.

Joined since 1st November 2017 your subscription lasts to 1st April 2019.

Would You Like to Volunteer?

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  SEARCH  it  would  be  Wendy  at
wendy.redman@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk                                  . 

There are changes at the Museum and Gallery.

I will advise when changes are made. Ian

If you have information, articles, events or photos that may be of interest
to Friends of Gosport Museum, please let me have them by post or email.
If for the March Newsletter by 22nd February or as soon as you can to:Ian
Jeffery 11 Harcourt Rd, Gosport, Hants PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info

The Newsletter  can be received by email  (Adobe Reader  .pdf)  let  me
know if  you would be happy to receive it  this way.  This will  help save
FoGM cost, keeping the subscription down. Thank you Ian  

Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FoGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter

by email in .PDF, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of

Hampshire Cultural Trust, GDC or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is
open to all - Please contact any Committee 
member.  Annual Subscription Individuals £6

Families £9.00.Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Gosport Discovery Centre
and Hampshire Cultural Trust.
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