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NEWSLETTER    SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 2013 

Chairman’s letter

Dear Friends,
What a glorious summer we are having. I am sure that you are enjoying it and making the most of 
this fine weather to “get out and about” visiting the many interesting places we are lucky enough to  
have in this corner of Hampshire; I have been renewing acquaintance with some of the NT Houses 
and Gardens.

As you know I was unable to attend the AGM because I and my eldest daughter were en route for 
Australia. We had a very enjoyable holiday and visited Perth, The Red Centre and Sydney. Once 
again I was impressed by the Museums, National, State, City and Private. The entrance is free or a 
modest fee of about 5 Aus$ and this is well worth the money. They are all very visitor and children  
friendly with the majority of the Exhibits and Displays being “hands on,” all very informative and the  
children really enjoy visiting the museums. As I have said they vary from the large National and 
State  collections to  the  small  esoteric  private  ones;  for  example,  I  learnt  from a  small  private 
museum about Opal mining, that you can even find Opals in fossilised  Dinosaur “poo.” Others such 
as the Museum of the School of the Air, explain how they teach the 200 or so children who live on  
Outback Stations several hundreds of kilometres from the School in Alice Springs and from each 
other. All proceeds from the entrance fee and the small shop help in giving extras to the State  
funded curriculum.

Nearer home, following the AGM, David Taylor gave an interesting talk “Harbour Lightship” and 
coming  later  in  the  year  we  are  having  a  talk  about  “D-Day Tanks.”  There  have  been  some 
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Friends of Gosport Museum

Informal Coffee Meeting

in the Discovery Centre 10:30am 
every 2nd Thursday of the month.

Dates of Next Few Meetings 

Thursday 12th September

Thursday 10th October

Thursday 14th November

Thursday 12th December

meet at new place, Community 
Table in the Quiet Area after the café. 

FGM Talk 19  th   September  

7:30pm The Studio Discovery Centre 
An African Adventure 

Northern Rhodesia 1957-1960 
By Robert Whiteley

FREE for FGM Membership. 
Please book at DC Reception

Christmas Party

The next event should be the Christmas 
Party. Normally in the first part of December.

If you have suggestions or ideas for the 
event. Please advise a committee member. 
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excellent  Exhibitions  in  the  Gallery.  I  found  the  “Charcoal  Drawings”  of  Pete  Codling,  full  of  
“mystery and symbolism” Then we had “Harbour Views”  from Colin Baxter   and currently “The 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year” Exhibition; do pop in and look at these wonderful photographs  
from around the World (some from quite young children ). These are on display until October.

Enjoy the rest of this summer,
My best wishes to you all,
Sydney Aynsworth Chairman, Friends of Gosport Museum

Report from June Meeting of the Museum Management Committee

Gosport Museum is managed jointly by HCC and GBC. The Joint Management Committee meets 
approx. four times a year and the “Friends” are represented by the chairman, secretary and ANO 
committee member.  Three Gosport  County Councillors  and three Gosport  Borough Councillors 
serve on the committee plus two GBC Officers and various HCC Arts and Museum Officers. Vicki  
Stone from the Town Hall is the secretary.

The meeting held on June 21st 2013 followed the usual pattern. Detailed reports were given by:- 
Tom de Wit Area Curator, Tim Kelly HQ Finance Officer,  Annabel Cook Area Museum Officer, Jo 
Bailey HQ Collections Officer and Angela Gill Gosport Discovery Centre Manager.

I have picked some items of interest to report for this Newsletter.
The integration of way of working at the Discovery Centre i.e.  joining together the Library and 
Museum Service, began at the start of this year and has progressed well. A Shared Management  
Agreement, including GBC’s input, now exists. The redecoration of the former Grammar School in 
Walpole Road and the Matisse Exhibition in the Gallery provided an excellent beginning to the re-
launch of our local service. Visitor figures have continued to increase.

From the start  of  2013 the Collections Team were  heavily involved in  preparing the “Arts  and 
Museum Service 2013 Accreditation Submission” to the ARTS COUNCIL. This included preparation 
of new collections management policies and plans. This will ensure Gosport DC continues to be an 
Accredited Museum. Membership of this national scheme includes access to a greater range of 
funding opportunities.

When Gosport Museum’s geology stores were emptied, the large stone objects were not wanted for 
the  County  Collection  because  they  are  outside  of  the  service’s  collecting  policy.  They  were 
photographed and recorded, de-accessioned and offered to other museums and historic sites for 
set dressing. The corridor, where the stone was temporarily stored, was cleared allowing access for 
work to be done to create a Resources Room. Fire escape procedures have been modernised and 
the museum offices are now available to let e.g. as bases for teams of contractors managing grant-
funded local projects, working in the community.

The new learning rooms have been enhanced by the installation of old railway signage and images 
from the  transport  collections  in  the  store.  The  service  has  accepted  a  collection  of  material,  
including ledgers and photo albums relating to Gosport Horticultural Society which disbanded in  
Nov 2012.  These are forming a display in the DC along with trophies donated to the museum in  
1993. The cases which housed the Historic Naval Collection are being re-used in the DC to display 
Gosport objects from the collection. 

In the first quarter of ’13 the Arts and Museum Service’s Learning Team worked with 82 school 
groups in the museum areas and ran 16 outreach sessions with schools. This is a total of 2,669 
pupils/students in the school groups. Over the year April ‘12 to March ’13 there were 7,006 pupil 
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visits which exceeded the target by 806. Of these 1,461 pupils visited the community museum 
areas.  SEARCH and the other spaces will increasingly be used for JMA funded officers working 
with local schools.

Community Engagement and Learning activities have included a wide variety of topics from the 
Market Day opening of the ”Victorian House” to reminiscence sessions for groups and all the spin-
offs from the Gallery exhibitions. Many of these activities aim to attract families and young people,  
encouraging learning. Cultural activities can be used to start involvement with training and skills,  
leading  to  employment  e.g.  a  photography project  in  ’12  engaged  4  local  young  people  in  a 
Lawrence-style-Exhibition experience, from which an offer of training was given to one student.
Future plans include:-

Making  progress  in  the  development  of  the  former  SEARCH into  an  integrated  teaching  and 
learning resource within Gosport DC.

Supporting and contributing to Hampshire’s Commemoration of the Centenary of WW1 / 1914 and 
of the 70th Commemoration of D-Day. One of the ideas is a “Community Conscription Day” (If that  
does happen be prepared to join up!) 

A project with 25 young people has begun which culminates in an expedition, for which a grant has 
been obtained, to transport them to experience life in the trenches with the British Army.

Meanwhile other plans will have come to fruition including Colin Baxter’s “Harbour View” and Veolia 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibitions.

There is  no doubting the sincere intentions of  the management  to  create a thriving centre for  
learning for all ages and across all sectors of the community in Gosport, raising the profile of the  
town’s cultural and educational offer through design innovation and public art, aiming to encourage 
flexible use of the facilities, providing opportunities for life-long learning and enhancing Gosport and 
Hampshire as destinations for visits etc which support the local economy. Our Discovery Centre’s 
first 8 years have made it a “flagship” and a wonderful resource on our doorstep.

By M. Ventham (vice chairman)
Mary Tyrrell

The Friends of Gosport Museum were sorry to learn of the recent passing of Miss Mary Tyrrell. The 
Friends were privileged to have Mary as a supporter from its very beginning and a loyal supporter 
she was. It was a rare meeting or activity that Mary failed to be at –and always early too. 

A main interest was the local War Memorial Hospital. For many years she was on the Committee of  
the League of Friends of the hospital, and for many of those years the punctilious Secretary. We 
can be very grateful to her for as Hon. Secretary she successfully led the fight against threatened  
closure in the early 1980’s. I well remember an excellent talk she gave us on the history of the 
hospital and its League of Friends. she was after all an authority on this subject as she was the 
author of a book on it. She was awarded the MBE for her work after 45 years but she went on to  
create a national record of 52 years in the post. She also was awarded the prestigious Order of 
Mercy and a medal from thr Mayor of the City of London – her reputation had spread beyond 
Gosport. 

She was a founder member of the Tyrrell (Family history) Society, membership number being 002, I  
believe of over a 1000 members. 

I  only knew her in her latter years, but others, including Museum Friends knew her over many 
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years, perhaps had even been pupils of hers at Elson or Rowner Junior Schools, and they have 
told me of her formidable presence as a teacher of ‘the old school’, radiating authority in school -  
and as she arrived at school on her old fashioned ‘sit up and beg’ bike.! But there was no doubt of  
her kindness and her determination to help her pupils to succeed.

On retirement, she was appointed a Magistrate and, I hear, was most disappointed when she had 
to retire at the statutory age of 70.!

She was interested in everyone and everything – right to the end. I’m told that, when in her beloved 
hospital at that stage. she noticed that the plate her meal was on was cold so she asked her visitor 
to pass on her observation for something to be done about it. !! 

A remarkable lady – we could do with more of her ilk.
Mary  Duly  (with  help  from Jenny Draper,  whose  families  had  known  each  other  from Mary’s 
childhood, and others) 

Membership Subscription Reminder

The membership subscriptions for the 2013-14 year were due on the 1 st 

April 2013. Membership is open to all who are interested in the Gosport 
Museum-on-the-Mezzanine,  SEARCH and Gosport  Gallery.  Subscription 
April 2013 to March 2014 single £6 or joint £9. If you have already paid, 
thank  you,  if  not  send  your  subscription  cheque  to  Linda  Hedley,  7 
Fairhome Close, Gosport,  Hants PO12 4HZ.  New Membership Forms are 
available from the Museum-on-the-Mezzanine or Committee Members. If 
you wish not to continue as a member, the newsletters after this one will no 
longer be sent to you.  Ian Jeffery

British Association of Friends of Museums 2013 Conferences
The British Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM) Summer Journal is 
available at their website www.bafm.org.uk and in print, I have a few copies 
if you would like to see it. I have also received a copy of their last accounts. 

A big thank you to those who provided items for this newsletter, this is the 
one I have had problems finding items for in past years, so without them it 
could have been another year without a September newsletter. Ian

If you have any information, articles, events  or photos that you think may 
be of interest to members of the Friends of Gosport Museum or others,  
please let me have them by post or email, details below, by 20 th October 
for the November/ December  Newsletter.  if you have something please let 
me have your item as soon as you can, thank you. Ian

 Friends of Gosport Museum web site at  
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter 

by email please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those 
of Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee 

member.  Annual Subscription  
Individuals £6 Families £9.00.

Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Discovery Centre. 

Friends of Gosport
Museum

President
Bob Whiteley

Committee Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Vice Chairman 
Margaret Ventham

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Committee Members 
Mary Duly
Jack Poole

Joan Russell
David Taylor
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