
Coach Visit to Russell-Cotes
Art Gallery and Museum Bournemouth

Saturday 13th Sept 2008
Book with Mary Duly

Please book quickly as may be cancelled 
if more booking are not received

Cost £11 per seat.
9 Pick-up Points around Gosport.

Slide Show of Old Gosport
13th October 7:30-8:45pm

Discovery Centre
Free but Booking Essential

By Bob Harrop
 

Friends of Gosport Museum 
Informal Coffee Meeting

In the Discovery Centre 10:30am
Every 2nd Thursday of the month
Meetings before next Newsletter
Thursday 11th September 2008

Thursday 9th October 2008
Thursday 13th November 2008
For around 1 hour meet at the 

Readers' Rest Café
Informal meeting to discuss local heritage 
and perhaps extras such as gallery visits 

and opportunity to discover
what is available at the Discovery Centre.

FRIENDS OF GOSPORT MUSEUMFRIENDS OF GOSPORT MUSEUM
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk

NEWSLETTER      SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 2008 
  

 Friends Membership Subscription Renewal
Thank you to all of you who have paid your membership subscription for this year. If you have not paid your 
membership subscription for 2008/09 due 1st April 2008 and you wish to continue to be a member and receive the 
next newsletter in November,. Please would you pay it to the Membership Secretary Linda Hedley 7 Fairhome 
Close, Gosport, Hants PO12 4HZ or if you wish to pay by standing order, David Moore 023 9258 6575.   

Coach Visit to Russell-Cotes Saturday 13  th   September Please Book Now  
A Grade II listed home with restored Victorian and Edwardian period rooms, once the home of the Russell-Cotes 
family, with art galleries and fascinating collections from their travels around the world. If you have not yet 
booked your place contact  booked with Mary Duly for details of vacancies. Cost £11 per seat, pick-up from, 
Criterion, Bus Station, South Relief Rd (back of Waitrose), Anglesey Road (Bowling Club), Anglesey Cross 
Roads, Stokes Bay Road (opp. Elgar Close), Gomer Lane (end Western Way), FortBrockhurst, Fareham Road.   

REPORT – Sept 2008   Gosport     Local History Competition at the Discovery Centre  
Some voluntary enthusiasts from the Friends of Gosport Museum and St Vincent Local History Club helped 88 
year old historian Joan Russell prepare a Summer Holiday Local History Quiz Competition for all at Gosport 
Discovery Centre. 

Answers were in the £1 red LOOK AT GOSPORT TOWN Booklet, which were issued with every entry form. 

This brief  potted history traces Gosport  from its  tiny foundation in  1204, struggling to  survive centuries of 
dramas  (including  Civil  War  bombardment  and  a  forced  Union  with  Portsmouth!)  Then  “soldiering  and 
sailoring” on to become a chartered Borough in 1922, with another dramatic century waiting to unfold. “Good 
old Gosport” now heading for 2022. by Joan Russell.
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Upfield of Gosport
A new display has been put into the Museum on the Mezzanine on the theme of ‘Upfield of Gosport’. The real 
driver for this was the National Year of Reading and the connection was the writer Arthur Upfield.

Arthur Upfield was the grandson of Oliver Upfield, a successful draper in Gosport in the 19th century. His family 
were successful drapers in Sussex but for some reason he came to Gosport and settled. Oliver Upfield opened his 
first drapery shop at 88 North Street, Gosport, sometime in the 1850s. 

Upfields 1909 87 North Street Gosport         Arthur Upfield
(Photos on this page are from The Gosport Museum Collections)

Upfield’s later expanded in the early 1870s when it took over No. 87 North Street.  A new branch, called ‘The 
Drapery Bazaar’, was opened at 175  Forton Road sometime after 1880 but seems to have closed by 1915. 

Upfield’s  was  a  reasonably  successful  business  through  the  early  20th century.  Plans  in  the  late  1930s  for 
expanding and modernising  the  business  had  to  be put  aside  because  of  the  second world  war  and all  the 
redevelopment plans which followed it. Upfield’s finally closed in 1961. 

Arthur Upfield was  born in Gosport in 1890. He was not very successful at school and failed miserably when he 
was apprenticed to Puttock and Blake, a local estate agents. 

In 1911, he was sent to Australia by his father, James Upfield, to try 
farming. However, Arthur fell under the spell of the outback which 
he roamed for nearly 20 years. He did many of the jobs he later used 
in  his  novels  such  as  stockmen’s  cook,  fence-  patroller,  rabbit-
trapper, and station manager, amongst others.

In 1929 he created a detective called Napoleon Bonaparte of the 
Queensland  Police  in  a  book  called  ‘The  Barrakee  Mystery’. 
Napoleon (known as ‘Bony’ to his friends) was  half Aborigine and 
claimed by Upfield to be based on a real person. 

Arthur was very interested in the Aborigines who, in the Australia of 
nearly  90  years  ago,  were  regarded  as  ‘inferior’.  He  had  great 
respect  for  their  customs,  legends  and  skills  and  wrote  articles 
criticising  the  way  they  were  treated.  However,  over  the  years, 
Upfield’s work came under increasing criticism from the growing 
Aboriginal rights movement in Australia. Many Aboriginal people 
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thought Upfield had not done enough research on their culture and made it seem more romantic than real in his 
books. 

Arthur Upfield wrote 29 ‘Bony’ books before his death in 1964 with the Australian outback, as well as ‘Bony’, 
playing a starring role. Although Arthur Upfield was never accepted as a serious writer by Australian critics, his 
work was very popular in the USA and Europe for many years – and still is in some places. 
  
In the 1970s, a popular television series, called ‘Boney’, based on Arthur Upfield’s books, was produced. 

The surviving evidence for Upfields is very meagre but all that we have is on display. The HCCMS Costume and 
Textile department have loaned typical items of clothing which a high quality draper would have sold. These are 
displayed in the showcase drawers.

An  article by Margaret Roberts on ‘The Upfield Story’ is available in the ‘Margaret Roberts Collection’ files in 
Local Studies. A biography of Arthur Upfield , called ‘Follow My Dust’, written by Jessica Hawke,  is also 
available in Local Studies but only for reference. By Oonagh Palmer

Events Discovery Centre and Offer to Members of the Friends of Gosport Museum

If FGM members buy any two tickets for any events from October to December we can offer a third one free 
(cheapest ticket would be free). 

Meet Jim Riordan 
Thursday 25 Sept 7.30pm 
Trained as a British spy, award winning author and News columnist Jim Riordan ended up playing Russian 
League Football for Spartak. In this informal talk, Jim talks about his recently published autobiography and how 
his passion for football has influenced his life and writing. 
Free admission, but booking essential 

Tongues and Grooves - poetry and music 
Thursday 9 October, 7.30pm-9pm 
What happens when you put together three professional, published poets and three musicians from the Irish band 
Feckless? Come along and find out, on our National Poetry Day event. Glass of wine or fruit juice included. 
Featuring Stephanie Norgate (The Hidden River has been shortlisted for the Forward Poetry Prize), Maggie 
Sawkins (author of the acclaimed The Zig Zag Woman) and John Haynes (Costa Poetry Prize Winner, 2006) 
Tickets £3 

Meet TV writer and children's author Christopher Russell 
Friday 17th October, 7.30pm-9pm (approx) 
With Midsomer Murders, Cadfael, A Touch of Frost, Inspector Wexford, Eastenders and The Bill to his credit, it 
comes as no surprise to see Christopher Russell's alternative career as a children's author take off. During this 
very informal evening, Christopher will talk about his writing and inspiration, and will include clips from some 
of his work. Suitable for children over 10 and adults. Refreshments provided. 
Adults £3 Children (up to 17) free 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR  ian@gosport.info
If you use email and would be happy to receive this

Newsletter by  email, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
The Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff

Membership of the Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee member. 
Annual Subscription  Individuals £5 Families £7.50

This Newsletter was printed and produced
 with the help of the Discovery Centre (Museum)

Friends of Gosport
Museum Committee

Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

 Committee Secretary
Joan Symonds
023 9258 3759

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Project Director
Joan Russell

023 9258 607

Committee Members
Joan Adams

Michael Adams
Mary Colyer
Mary Duly

Michael Leopold
Giselle Aynsworth

Meet the author: James McMurtry 
Thursday 30 October 7.30-8.40pm 
James McMurtry's debut novel, Savage Heritage, was published this year. The first in the Imokilly saga set in 
Ireland, this tells the story of an unexpected inheritance which leads schoolteacher Orla Shea to a remote valley 
in County Cork. There, in letters and journals, she discovers a secret family history that inextricably ties her to
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Friends of Gosport Museum web site at www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk.

If you have any information or photos that you think may be of interest to member of the 
Friends of Gosport Museum or others , please let me have them by post or email, details 
are below, by the 17th October  for the November Newsletter.  

The Newsletters are also being put on the Friends of Gosport Museum web site after 
they have been delivered, so you will be able to look back at them. I also hope to be 
able to put the membership form on the site.

the savage beauty of the land. As her life unravels, she must learn to trust in fate, believe 
in love and finally know her true heritage. James will tell us about his inspiration, his 
writing and his route to publication.  
Price FREE.                           

I would like to say a big thank you to all of those who provided items for this Newsletter. 
Ian Jeffery.

Some Meetings and Other Events That May be of Interest to Members

If you feel this section should not be in the Newsletter please let me know, or otherwise, 
if you come across other meetings or events that you feel may be of interest to other 
member, again just let me know.

From 6th September Titanic Exhibition Gosport Gallery
10th September  Gosport Society Talks
13th September Fort Brockhurst Open Day
13th/ 14th September Heritage Weekend
14th September/ 8th October Family History Society Meeting
19th September/ 17th October Gosport Railway Society Meeting
 


