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Chairman's Report to the Friends of Gosport Museum 

I have had a meeting at Chilcomb with Janet Owen, CEO of the Hampshire Cultural Trust, when
we talked about the future of Gosport Museum. The Trust is planning for the next 10 years and I
haver a copy of the present booklet concerning the Vision and Strategic Plan for 2015-25. It
notes aspirational plans for Gosport as one of the museums in the county for ‘New Flagship
Cultural Attractions’. Janet would like to meet the committee to expand on the subject and to find
out how the committee see the Museum’s future.

On a broader note, there has been a successful exhibition of Wild-Life photography(sponsored
by the Natural History Museum) in the Gosport Gallery: now showing is the exhibition by our
local artist Dan Williams, giving his artistic impressions of “Modern day Anxieties”, this ends at
the end of the month (October) and is followed bu an exhibition “Love thy Denim” showing the
story of this material and its uses (I do not think that there will be Jeans etc for sale!) which lasts
until just before Christmas. From the end of November through to the end of January, there will
be, on the Mezzanine in the Gosport Discovery Centre (Museum) an exhibition entitled “100
years of Cub Scouting”. There will no longer be a FoGM sponsored talks in the GDC.   
Sydney Aynsworth Chairman 11th October 2016

There is a short report of the Committees meeting with Dr Janet Owen on 3 rd November at the
top of the back page.  
Ian Jeffery
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Friends of Gosport Museum

Informal Coffee Meeting

in the Discovery Centre 10:30am
every 2nd Thursday of the month.

Dates of Next Few Meetings 

Thursday 8th December

Thursday 12th January 2017

Thursday 9th February

meet at; Community Table in the
Quiet Area past the café.   

 Friends of Gosport Museum

Christmas Get Together  

New Day and Time

Thursday 8th December 10:30am-12pm

At the Community Table in the

Discovery Centre 

You will be able to buy drinks and food.

Change in an attempt to have more

people attending.

file:///../AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DGWDQJ8P/www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk


Restoring 5 Grange Farm – one of Gosport’s Treasures by Bob Whiteley    
    

When  we  were  buying  5  Grange  Farm the  Surveyor
stated that technically he had to describe it as “A three
bedroomed end of terrace ex council house” which is true
but not the whole truth. It would have been more accurate
if  he  had  added  almost  certainly  extended  and
modernised nearly 450 years ago. 

Grange Farm was originally built by the monks from Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight more than
700 years ago. Following Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1538 it was bought by Sir
John Brune  whose fine tomb is in  Rowner Church.  His son Henry moved to  Aethelhampton
House in Dorset and the farm was let to tenants.  However it  continued to be owned by the

Brune/ Prideaux-Brune family for almost 400 years.

In 1857 the War Department bought 430 acres of the Prideaux-
Brune’s estates in  order  to  extend the defences of  Portsmouth
Harbour by building a chain of forts  including  Fort  Grange and
Fort Rowner. This land included 318 acres of Grange Farm which
although reduced to 214 acres remained one of the largest in the
area.

In 1912 the land surrounding these two Forts was chosen by the
newly formed Royal Flying Corps to become one of its first seven
airfields and  Grange Airfield had an important role in both World
War I and World War II.  In 1925 the War Department bought the
house and its surrounding farmland in order to extend the runways
of  Grange  Airfield  which  was  subsequently  taken  over  by  the

Royal Navy Air Service and renamed HMS Siskin.

By 1966 all flying had been transferred to HMS Daedalus in Lee-on-the-Solent. 
HMS Siskin was converted to a School for Naval engineering and renamed HMS Sultan. Most of
the  now redundant  runways  as  well  as  Grange  Farmhouse were  sold  to  Gosport  Borough
Council which built the Rowner Estate on the land.

This drawing of Grange Farm by Ronald Paffard was used on the cover of Gosport Records in
November 1972 which included an article about the Farm by Elizabeth Houghton. She described
it as “a sorry spectacle of neglect” and it had to wait another six years before the Council decided
in 1978 to restore the old house and its adjacent farm buildings. 
The Farmhouse was divided into three separate dwellings. The South Wing which is the oldest
part of the house formed one dwelling. Just over half of the Central section  including a staircase
tower formed a second dwelling. The rest of the original timber framed central section and the
North Wing formed the third dwelling known as 5 Grange Farm. All three were let to people who
worked for the Council and they all eventually exercised their right as sitting tenants to buy their
house and so 5 Grange Farm becomes “an end of terrace ex council house.”
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The floor plans above show the ground floor layout of 5 Grange Farm on the left in 1997 when
we moved into the house and on the right after restoring it to its original layout. 
In the plan on the left  dotted lines shows all  the old oak ceiling beams which had been left
exposed in 1978. The plan on the right shows the additional ceiling beams we uncovered and
also marked in black some of the timber framing in the walls which had been plastered over.

The 1978 restoration had used plasterboard partitions to divide the two large rooms at the front
of  the  house  into  seven  different  areas.  We  removed  more  than  40  feet  of  plasterboard
partitioning and whilst restoring these two rooms to their original dimensions we found that all the
timber framing in the walls of the former central portion of the house had been covered in plaster
as had oak door and window lintels. Plaster board had also been used to cover oak beams in
parts of the ceiling.  

This  picture  shows  most  of  the  restored  wall
between the lounge in the former timber framed
central  section  of  the  house  and  beyond  it
looking into the dining hall in the North wing. All
these  wall  timbers  had  been  covered  with
modern plaster which we removed. The brick in- fill
between the timber frames had obviously never
meant to be shown so the wall was re-plastered
leaving all the timber framing exposed. 
The  fireplace  had  been  reduced  over  many
generations from an original eight feet by four
feet  to  three feet  by two feet and the council
had added a course of modern bricks painted a bright doorstep red. We had to remove five separate
walls from the back of the fireplace to reach the original back wall as well as removing a side pillar which
was probably placed there in the Victorian era. Removing a worn out log-burning stove and a concrete
shelf above it revealed the enormous chimney stretching the full width of the fireplace with iron brackets
let into it at regular intervals so that somebody could climb up inside it to clean it. 

The floor plan above shows that between the lounge and the stairs
there was a long narrow cupboard.  The stairs were made out of very
poor timber and we decided to have a completely new oak staircase
built modelled on C16th stairs in one of the buildings at the Singleton
open air museum. Doing away with the cupboard and replacing a half
landing with three quarter turn stairs allowed us to open up this
corner of the room.

All this is very obvious when you go inside the house. What isn’t so
obvious is  that  we also had to replace two thirds of  the windows
because the frames and cills were rotted. Since it is a Grade II listed 
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building all of these had to be hand made to match the original 
windows.  The back door  was  also  rotten and as  with  the windows the
replacement door had to be handmade.

In the floor plan for 1997 there is an area between the     utility room and
the inner hall which appears to be a solid square with a space either side
behind a thin wall. We found that the wall was in fact sheets of plasterboard
which had been used to hide a solid brick pillar two feet square reaching
from floor to ceiling  but supporting nothing. Either side of it  were empty
spaces each also about two feet square. This photograph shows part of the
pillar  and  the  space  to  one  side  of  after  removing  the  sheets  of
plasterboard.

In the plan of the ground floor after all the restoration this previously hidden area has been increased by 
taking one foot from the utility room and the brick pillar has been completely removed. Many of these 
bricks were reused to form the floor of the restored fireplace in the lounge. The brick filled timber frame 
wall revealed was restored and a new toilet and wash basin installed to replace the old ones removed 
from area next to the front door.

The North wall of the dining room was found to be very damp. On the wall
outside the bricks and mortar of a disused chimney stack were saturated
because  the  chimney  pot  at  the  top  of  the  stack  had  been  left  open
allowing  rain  water  to  enter  it.  The  chimney  placed  there  during  the
restoration of 1978 had become a 25 foot tall reservoir feeding the rising
damp affecting this wall.   The wall inside along the whole length of the
dining room had to be stripped of plaster from floor to ceiling, treated with
a damp proofing material and then replastered. The solid brick wall was
drilled externally and a damp proof course installed by pressure injection.
The top five feet of the chimney stack and the chimney pot were removed,
the chimney suitably capped and two air bricks installed.

Some of the very large 16th or 17th century oak roofing timbers
had been badly infested by beetles as well as being damaged
by wet or dry rot because there was no ventilation in the area.
As well as treating all the timbers several new struts and
supporting purlins were installed. It was also necessary to
strengthen one area with steel brackets and plates.  Finally
special ventilation tiles were installed.

The house has been called a medieval treasure. To us it is just
home and we love it.

Bob Whiteley                                                                                    November 2016

Thank you  Bob and Brenda for saving such an important property for the history of the area.
Also thank you for sharing the history and work involved with many people. Also thank you Bob
for preparing the about article and offering it to the newsletter.

Email newsletters will show colour photos but printed will be in black and white.
Ian Jeffery
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The Diary of Martha Georgiana Loftus Tottenham 1883

Easter Sunday March 25th

Church – Mr Durst preached – Lily and I were late and I was so confused by fumbling about in the curtain
like a bee in a bottle that I only discovered after a quarter of an hour or that about that two privates and a
young woman who I found occupying part of our pew and made room for us were Capt. Knight and Mrs,
and Mr Schenkey.  They walked back from church with us and Lily never introduced me to Mr. S which
aggrieved me much – Mrs Knight and I spent half church time in playing football with the hassock, while
Lily did the same with Mama.  It always angers me when people go on like that especially married people
as if a girl like me could with decency repose her knees on a hassock while a married woman, a dignified
British matron, knelt on the floor. Preposterous!

Lily and I are (D. V) going to Hamble tomorrow – Claude and Charlie Perceval came to dinner and went
for a walk afterwards; the former is going to pass out of Woolwich next term, and is fat and ugly, though I
believe Jezebel calls him her “darling, handsome, Claude”. The whole parish came this afternoon to call;
Col. and Mrs. Webber, Miss Colly, Raymond, Capt. and Mrs Goldie, Paget Bailey and I quite expected to
hear  that  D’Aubrey  and  Wills  had  been  but  by  some chance  they  had  not.   I  escaped  at  the  first
appearance of the Webbers and retired to the school-room – there I finished my picture; it is worst I have
done almost.  It is a sun rising or setting over a river with a castle and boats.  I changed a fisherman
rowing some women in a boat into a soldier and call it “Brighton” – …. Early morning, before the Review; I
must change him before Snape comes – I must ask Mama for a new pair of stays; I ought to have special
ones for I have the most extraordinary figure I ever came across – I don’t think Lily ought to have had all
the good complexion and pretty hair and good figure; of course as I came directly after I got none at all –
Hard luck! Freddy went to Hamble so did not come.  I distinctly saw Dr Meade kiss Mrs Meade just before
the sermon; I cannot think how people can be such geese, I shall never kiss my husband at all (if I have
me) certainly not at church – I don’t believe people grow wiser with age; it is a great pity.  I wore a new
pair of gloves, a new hat, a new bootlace and a new pin to church, so I did my duty.

Easter Monday 26th

After dinner Lily, Alick and I went to Hamble – it snowed violently most of the way.  Whist all the evening.
Read the “Carding Mill Valley” by R. M. Kettle – don’t care for it at all.  Miss Scoggins about my dress.

Tuesday 27th

Went to church in the morning – when we got there it seemed as if we were the only worshippers so Lily
and I nearly bolted; however we discovered old Tom squatting in a corner and after a while Mrs Dugmore
and Mrs Fullerton appeared – Mr Cancellor got over the service in as short a time as possible and we
were out in half an hour – the church door has a way of roaring like a bull which was most painful; I
looked at Miss O and she nearly went into a fit once – Went for a walk afterwards – Certainly Hamble has
lost its charm for me. I always feel among strangers and in a strange place when I go there.
Elizabeth was very gracious and lit our fire before we got up in the morning.  The G.M. looked only pretty
well, I thought. Old Tom came to tea.  Toad and me played nap; I won a shilling, Drove to Woolston and
saw an abject {?}

Wednesday 28th

Worked – went with Miss O into the garden and all round; how I used to delight in that garden! I don’t care
a straw for it now.  The cows were very skittish and the black one pranced about like the cow that jumped
over the moon.  Went to Badenham in the afternoon and picked some daffies – whist all the evening.

Thursday 29th

Came home – Mama and Frank went to Hamble.   They seem to have enjoyed the Haslar  affair  on
Wednesday very well – but Dr Vasey, faithless wretch, never came near them.  Louisa sent that list to the
admiral; I wonder how he took it, Snape was not very instructive and rather cutting so I didn’t like him at
all – Wills came to play tennis at 4, but Mr Cookson the artillery man at Gillkicker who was supposed to be
coming to call did not turn up – Began Capt. Goldie’s story. “Good in Everything”.
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Friday 30th

Worked – Baed.  Finished “Good in Everything”. I don’t half mind it, in fact I rather like the story – but why
did he call it “Good in Everything”. I don’t think he proved the title and I don’t see that he made any good
come out of all their troubles and trials, seeing that the book (to my idea) ends feebly – Charlie went away
unhappy, and was never seen or heard of again, leaving Breda miserable, while Jemmy was miserable
because Breda would not have him and also he must have been cut up at losing his friend in such a way
– the only thing at all satisfactory is that Charlie in some way restored honour to the Baldwin name by his
conduct at the wreck.  I don’t see much character in Breda and it is positively ridiculous the way in which
she tries to persuade him not to go to the rescue at first, as if she would have loved him if he had stayed,
and as if any woman would not be only too proud to have any one belonging to her doing a brave thing
even if she knew it might be a case of life and death.  I don’t quite see his drift sometimes but I suppose
that is my stupidity; I never see a thing unless it is put in the plainest of language.  The first part is rather
stuffed with quotations; I think it an unpardonable error for a man to try to show off his knowledge in that
way as it implies conceit.  One or two of his remarks enrage me very much, but perhaps I take them
wrongly.  Emily says it is written very cleverly and so I suppose it is, but being an idiot myself, I don’t quite
know cleverness when I see it, always – the character of the old vicar in regard to his meddling all round
reminds me rather of Old Tom, though he is a nice old fellow.  I don’t approve of Breda’s allowing the old
vicar and Jemmy to kiss her; I should think after refusing a man that would be the very reason why he
should not kiss her but they seem to think just the contrary in books.  I have often noticed – I think the
ending is rather to vague but I believe I should like it better than any more satisfactory ending; if I had
written the story I should probably have made him find a gold mine or “strike oil” and come rejoicing back
to his Breda – a most vulgar ending – Capt. Goldie is going to alter the ending, Emily says, I wonder what
he will do – I must ask him if Jemmy omitted his hs; if he did not, I see no reason why Breda should not
have accepted him.  The society is rather American it strikes me but I suppose it is so in the I. of Man.
”There never was one worth the name” – this Breda says of poetesses. I wonder if she ever read Mrs
Barrett Browning on Sappho – not that I know anything about Sappho’s songs but people always seem to
have admired them.

“Every man has something he’s mortal afraid of”. “ I imagine on the contrary” she replied “most men think
there’s nothing to be afraid of, until suddenly they find there is; while those who fancy they are not so
brave get through danger tolerably well Portia”. “4” “Epipsychidion” by Shelley 
By Yvonne Riddle

Jessie Meriton White (1832 -1906) 

– Gosport’s heroine of the Italian Risorgimento by Mary Duly

I discovered the story of this remarkable lady, Jessie White, some years ago and, this might ring
a bell, I wrote 2 articles in our Newsletter about her.

She is  still  is  little  known,  even in  Gosport  and even though her  life  has something  of  the
resonance of Florence Nightingale herself.

To reprise - she earned her reputation in Italy as one of their national heroines for her sterling
work in helping to achieve success in the campaign for Italian Reunification in the mid 19thC.
She is particularly famous for the running of Garibaldi’s field hospitals from Sicily to Naples. Her
activities also bought  her  a spell  of  imprisonment in  Genoa where she met and married an
Italian. During their  lives,  they both also undertook various successful  campaigns to remedy
glaring ills, such as the plight of workers in Sicilian sulphur mines. 

After reunion was achieved, she spent the rest of her life in Italy continuing her effective work as
a journalist, particularly for prestigious American journals. 

In Gosport however, where she was born, and where she should be a recognised source of civic
pride, she is practically unknown. 
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This September I was in Italy for a fortnight, travelling down the east coast from Venice. One of
the places my son and I stopped at was Bologna where I spotted that there was a Risorgimento
Museum. Hopefully I  went  in  search of  it,  but  to  my disappointment  it  was closed.  My son
however – a younger generation, you see, promptly used his phone to find out if  there was
anything on the Internet – and there was - a wealth of amazing detail about Jessie, including a
wonderful photograph of her, she certainly looks a lady you wouldn’t want to mess with! If you
have a computer, do look up her website, just her name does the trick. I’m hoping that our Editor
will give you the portrait and perhaps some of the other illustrations – that’s beyond my technical
capabilities. 

(As I have a touch of Gosport paranoia with regard to Portsmouth, I warn you that one link claims
she was born in Portsmouth though I have to admit she went to school there for a time. !) 
Mary Duly

I have had a look at the photos on the internet, but found the best one (and only one I could find
out who it belonged) belonged to Getty Images and would cost £114 (I did not look to see if that
included VAT) unfortunately as in newsletter category went up to a distribution of 10,000, we
would be happy with an up to 100 amount. A number of other photos, appear to me to be taken
from the Getty Images one and used as is or cropped. There are a few more photos with Jessie
younger or older and are on Italian web sites, I am not sure I would be able to explain what I
want to those sites. As Mary said there are a number of site and I have listed them here, as you
will see there is quite a lot of interest in Jessie out there.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessie_White_Mario 
http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/jessie-meriton-white-mario/ 
http://www.marcopolovr.gov.it/risorgimento/temi/donne_risorgimento/jessi.htm 
http://digilander.libero.it/fiammecremisi/carneade/meritonwhitemario.htm 
There  are  others  but  I  could  not  link  to  them  when  I  tried,  perhaps  the  sites  were  down
temporarily or permanently.

If  you do not have access to the internet but would like to see a photo of her,  I  am sure a
committee member would help you, or someone in the Discovery Centre.

With regard to Mary's comment about Portsmouth, well I worked over there for 12 years and they
are a bit strange. The comment I remember from my first day at work, I was 18 and apart from
going over there when very young with my Granny, I had not spent much time over there. I was
short enough to stand under the overhang of the counters in Woolworths and she would push me
under there when standing holding out items waiting for a shop assistant, that were circulating in
the middle of each section of counters, to take the item from the outstretched hand, bag it and
take the money. At the end of going over there with my Granny I was tall enough to bump my
head on the overhang when she pushed me under. Anyway, my boss on my first day asked
where I was from, no sooner had I said, up piped someone, 'not another Turk'! 
Ian Jeffery

If you hear from someone that they have not received their copy of the newsletter, I may have
them on the list of those who have not renewed or just slipped up when removing those who are
no longer members. Please ask them to contact me or Linda Hedley so it can be sorted out.
Ian Jeffery 

I have put a short item about about my memories as a suggestion to all the members. Perhaps
you have a memory that you would be happy to share with other members, perhaps a few non-
members even read the Friends of Gosport Museum Newsletter. If you have any items please
send them to me in case I have space in the future to fill. The way the newsletter is set-up I need
pairs of pages.
Ian Jeffery 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FoGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter

by email in .PDF, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of

Hampshire Cultural Trust, GDC or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is
open to all - Please contact any Committee 
member.  Annual Subscription Individuals £6

Families £9.00.Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Gosport Discovery Centre
and Hampshire Cultural Trust.

President
Bob Whiteley

Committee Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Vice Chairman 
Margaret Ventham

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

Committee Secretary 
Dot Bedenham

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Committee Members 
Mary Duly
Jack Poole

Yvonne Riddell

If you have information, articles, events or photos that may be of interest
to Friends of Gosport Museum, please let me have them by post or email.
A big thank you to those who have contributed to this newsletter. If for the
January  Newsletter  by  23rd December  or  as  soon  as  you  can  to  :
Ian Jeffery 11 Harcourt Rd, Gosport, Hants PO12 3NR – ian@gosport.info

The Newsletter  can be received by email  (Adobe Reader  .pdf)  let  me
know if you would be happy to receive it this way. Ian  

Would You Like to Volunteer?
If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  SEARCH  it  would  be  Wendy  at
wendy.redman@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk  you need to contact. If it is
for  the  Gosport  Museum  Collection  then  it  would  be  Jacqui  Ready
jacqui.ready@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk . If you would like to volunteer
for  the  remainder  of  the  Discovery  Centre  it  would  be  Mark  Collyer
mark.collyer@hants.gov.uk .  Gosport  Gallery  volunteering  contact  Jen
Manwaring Jennifer.manwaring@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk 

Subscription Reminder 2016/17

Subscriptions for Friends of Gosport Museum 2016/17 due from 1st April
2016. £6 single £9 joint please send the Payments (cheques made to:
Friends of Gosport Museum) to Linda Hedley, 7 Fairhome Close, Elson,
Gosport, Hants PO12 4HZ.

Joined since 1st November 2016 your subscription lasts to 1st April 2018.

 Museum-on-the-Mezzanine Future

You may have heard about changes in the museum. 

The Committee has received a visit  from Dr Janet Owen of  the Hampshire Cultural  Trust  who
advised that it is very early days and had visited for ideas for the first stage, working out what will be
required in the new arrangement. Collected a number of ideas that will carry on to the next stage,
which will  be working out where it will be. It could be where it is on the mezzanine in the main
Discovery Centre or could be elsewhere. 

After the plan for the museum has been sorted out and where it will be, the next and possibly the
longest stage will be attempting to obtain the money to update the museum. Organizations will be
applied to for grants and so on, then it may require some form of fund raising.

Dr Owen will attend the next committee meeting in January to advise of current position and ideas.
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