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NEWSLETTER   NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2013 

Chairman’s letter

Dear Friends, I would like to thank Maggie for so ably standing in for me at the AGM when I was 
“en route” for Australia.

I understand that the membership numbers are satisfactory and that subscriptions are coming in.  
However it is a shame that we cannot recruit more young people. Thank you to Councillor Chris  
Carter  who  has  arranged  for  £250  towards  the  Friends  of  Gosport  Museum  membership 
recruitment fund.

The three Exhibitions in the Gallery were and are very successful, they were all well attended. It is 
good to realise that Gosport can have Exhibitions of National interest and importance.

At the JMC at the end of June, the progress and future development of the Museum Service in both  
Gosport  and  Hampshire  was  discussed  and  I  thank  Maggie  again,  for  her  summary  in  the 
Newsletter.  I do have the Papers presented and they are available if anyone would like to see 
them.

We have heard the talk by our President Bob Whiteley who enlightened us with “Adventures in  
Africa” I am pleased to say that this was very heavily booked. The Coffee Mornings continue to be 
both successful and enjoyable.

I  noted earlier  that  it  is  a pity that  we do not seem to have many young members. I  say this 
because when I was in Australia it was so good to see how the Museums were appreciated by  
young families, the children all being excited by their visit. The exhibits are child friendly and they 
are  encouraged  to  handle  (and  even  climb  over  or  into)  them,  many  are  “interactive”;  the  
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Friends of Gosport Museum

Informal Coffee Meeting

in the Discovery Centre 10:30am 
every 2nd Thursday of the month.

Dates of Next Few Meetings 

Thursday 14th November

Thursday 12th December

Thursday 10th January 2014

Thursday 14th February 

meet at new place, Community 
Table in the Quiet Area after the café. 

Christmas Party 9  th   December  

The Studio, Discovery Centre

2pm – 4pm  

Includes Tea/ Coffee Mince Pies 
Amount towards Cost £2.50 each Just 

Come Along.

Look out for the talks that FGM 
members can attend for free in 2014 
in the Discovery Centre What's On 

booklet during the year.

file:///../AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DGWDQJ8P/www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk


Attendants are at hand to answer queries and give help. This is something that perhaps we as  
Friends could be doing,  to  help the Museum Staff,  become proactive in being Attendants and 
encourage the  young  to  be  inquisitive  and ask the  awkward questions that  we  may not  have 
thought of and “scratch our brains” for an answer.

As you know the Heritage Days were in mid-September and in one of my other “hats”  as a Director 
of the Masonic Hall, I was asked if the Museum could shed any light on the graffiti carved into the 
brickwork of the Hall. I had a close look and found that most of this graffiti is of fairly recent origin 
and appears to be the work of late night revellers. However there area few bricks dated 1940 but  
only one is really decipherable. It gives the Army serial number of a soldier in the 2 nd /8th Battalion 
of the Middlesex Regiment and the date 1940. Unfortunately the name or initials of the carver on  
the brick above are indecipherable and because of data and personal information protection I have 
been denied further details by the War Office and the Regiment. But not to be denied I did discover  
the movements of the Battalion pre-war when it was stationed in Gosport from 1938, it  was part of  
the BEF which fought in France in 1939/40. I have passed this information to the organiser of the 
talks about “Freemasonry in Gosport from 1700”.

Finally may I reiterate my desire that we as Friend of the Museum of the Museum do our utmost to  
encourage the youngsters of Gosport to enjoy their museum. 
My best wishes to you all,
Sydney Aynsworth Chairman, Friends of Gosport Museum

Do You Have Email?

Do you have an email account that you check at least once a week? If yes, have you considered 
having the newsletter sent by email? It is sent in the Adobe Reader PDF format, though can be sent 
in other formats if you wish. If you are not sure, you could try it and if you find it doesn't suit you, 
you can go back to receiving a printed one. In addition to receiving the newsletters at times notices 
are sent for sending to the membership for example, by the Discovery Centre. These can be at  
short notice, so can only be sent to those with email. If you provide your email address, please 
advise if you are happy to receive both notices and newsletters, or if only one of them the one you  
are happy to receive by email. 

As well as receiving the notices, you will also receive the newsletter as soon as it ready, and if  
needed corrections, rather than waiting for post or hand-delivery. ian@gosport.info  Ian     

Cluedo in the Museum or ‘The Mystery of the Murdered Maid’

On 13th August (was the date just a coincidence?) three members of FoGM ventured forth to the 
SEARCH Centre to participate in a Cluedo-style Murder Mystery for children, cleverly organised by 
Emma Hart, Assistant Community and Engagement Officer for Hampshire County Council. Suitably 
attired, with Jack Poole looking very dapper as Colonel Custard, Maggie Ventham in academic 
dress  with  mortar  board  as  Professor  Prune and myself  in  blue  with  borrowed pearls  as  Mrs 
Sapphire, we joined the rest of the cast. But who had done it? Who had killed the maid in Discovery 
House and why? Could it possibly be a FoGM member or was it Miss Ruby the entertainer, Mrs  
Snow the cook or, surely not, the Reverend Jade? The identity of the murderer as well  as the  
murder weapon would be up to the children to discover. Which of the 25 children, with ages ranging  
from six to teenage, would have the detective skills necessary to work out the fiendish plot? Would 
they need help from their accompanying adults?

The children’s observational skills were put to the test as soon as they arrived by having to spot the 
changes made to a tray of objects on the big screen in front of them. I was amazed at the changes  
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they spotted. They were certainly eagle-eyed compared to me! But there was more to the morning 
than spotting clues. The next tasks were to make a clever disguise and a detective’s sidekick in the 
form of a finger puppet and then to complete a warrant card. The card would be necessary before  
embarking on any dialogue with the six suspects. 

At this point I will say that if you have never been to the SEARCH Centre it is well worth a visit. It  
doesn’t open on a regular basis for adults but you can find times when it does in the ‘What’s On’  
guide from the Gosport Discovery Centre. Some of the rooms are laid out as period room settings 
but they are very adaptable. For this event the Victorian kitchen and parlour were used as well the 
room next door. The children were given thirteen tasks to do in these spaces such as labelling  
kitchen objects, cracking a secret code, jobs to do in the kitchen and parlour, and from these tasks 
they extracted clues. Professor Prune, with her scholarly background, was able to explain why 
there were ridges on a poison bottle found in the kitchen of Discovery House. Would this help? 
Once the children had found a clue they were able to interrogate a suspect and write their notes in  
a Detective Casebook. When time was up the children assembled again in the schoolroom and 
were asked if  they had discovered the identity of the murderer. And, yes, it  was the Reverend 
Gentleman. He had poisoned the maid’s cake and the majority of the children had worked it out.

One of the Mums told me that she thought it had been a brilliant morning for her two children and I 
think that went for the rest of the group as well. I thought it was great, thanks to the ingenuity of  
Emma Hart and just a bit from her helpers. Dot Bedenham

The Area Conference of the British Association of Friends of Museums 

The meeting was held on September10th, in the historic part of Abingdon-on-Thames Guildhall,  
Mary Duly came to keep me (Maggie Ventham) company because this was the first time I attended 
one of these jaunts! The day was well organised for us by Sue Hall Regional Co-ordinator (Western 
Counties)  with  good  catering  and  facilities.  The  splendid  hall  was  originally  the  refectory  of 
Abingdon Abbey, a rich and important place before the Reformation.
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After  the  welcome by Sheila  Hills,  Chairman of  the  Friends  of  Abingdon  Museum,  the  Mayor 
Councillor Samantha Bowring opened the Conference, having handed her toddler to a child minder 
– such a nice change to have a youthful face above a chain of office!  The program began with a  
talk by Peter Clare, the Treasurer of the Friends, reliving the restoration of Abingdon Museum’s  
building.

It  was once the  County Hall,  it’s  an  iconic  building  raised on piers with  the old  Market  Place 
beneath, in the centre of the town crossroads. The budget needed was £3m. The committee had 
the good fortune to be lead by one chairman for the duration of the project. The result of months of 
hard work, worry and fundraising is a lovely old building, saved from decay and, within, a first class 
museum with  energy saving improvements,  modern systems for changing displays  and a very 
enthusiastic Curator, Jane Bowen.  Oxfordshire CC. pays the running costs but maintaining the 
structure was prohibitive. The Lottery Heritage Fund provided £1.7m but required matched funding, 
the Restoration Committee obtained charitable status for the Museum Appeal Fund which allowed 
them to apply for grants from a range of sources. Local businesses were unable to help as in the 

past.  Donors were fairly helpful  but a series of events such as opening 
gardens, wine and cheese parties and very successful Literary Quiz Nights 
with Fish &Chip Suppers brought in more income. Now that it’s unveiled, 
the public response has improved and the final £40k is achievable. 

Tony Simmons, Director of Combe Mill  on the Blenheim Estate gave an 
interesting presentation. It  was the estate’s saw mill  until  50 years ago. 
Other uses and removal of materials to repair buildings, took their toll and 
the mill was in a state of collapse. A great team of volunteers the structure 
was saved and has taken on a new role to give visitors and school parties 
a  real  experience of  working  life  in  Victorian  times.  Qualified  volunteer 
craftsmen demonstrate  the  restored machinery.  Grants  were  successful 
only  if  the aim was to offer learning opportunities.  The Tea Room with 
home-made refreshments is a crowning success and revenue spinner. 

We visited the museum and topped out the climb to the roof with a glass of 
wine  and  a  magnificent  panorama  of  Abingdon-on-Thames.  An  Open 
Forum  with  a  good  leader,  gave  us  a  chance  to  hear  problems  and 
successes with getting and keeping Friends. Including using Social Media. 
Please let Ian know if you are interested in Facebook and Twitter with time 
to spare. By Maggie Ventham

A big thank you to those who provided items for this newsletter.
If you have any information, articles, events  or photos that you think may 
be of interest to members of the Friends of Gosport Museum or others,  
please let me have them by post or email, details below, by 20 th December 
for the January/ February  Newsletter.  if you have something please let me 
have your item as soon as you can, thank you. Ian

 Friends of Gosport Museum web site at  
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter 

by email please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those 
of Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee 

member.  Annual Subscription  
Individuals £6 Families £9.00.

Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Discovery Centre. 

Friends of Gosport
Museum

President
Bob Whiteley

Committee Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Vice Chairman 
Margaret Ventham

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Committee Members 
Mary Duly
Jack Poole

Joan Russell
David Taylor
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