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NEWSLETTER
Autumn 2010
From the Chair
The first thing I want to do is to give my sincere thanks to Brian and Doreen Pladdys, your Social
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. Brian again organised the very successful dinner at the Lee
Golf Club in October and both of them, and their family, will be doing all the catering for the New Year
Party at the Alverstoke Parish Centre on the 8th of January.
I have always been keen to ensure that the Committee members have specific jobs to do on behalf of
the Society. To achieve this, I have established three sub-committees to manage our relationship
with the Council Planning Department: one to cover day to day planning matters, the second to
cover planning policy matters and the third to support the Gosport Society Planning Liaison meetings
with the Gosport Borough Council Preservation Officer and his staff. Additionally, I have tasked a
member of the Committee, Howard Bennett, to act as our Heritage Protection Officer. His job is to
identify projects that will benefit the town and which the Society’s Committee could implement. To
this end, Howard has, on behalf of the Society, submitted an application to National Heritage for a
listing of all that remains of Number 1 Battery at Stokes Bay to protect it for the future. Number 1
Battery is the first of five batteries stretching from Browndown to Gilkicker, built in the 1860's as part
of the Gosport Defences. It was originally linked to Number 2 Battery by a bridge over a moat and a
tunnel, the tunnel being the only thing that remains. Howard has written about this in the article at the
end of this Newsletter.
With regard to possible future projects the Society is investigating overhauling the clock in the tower
of what was the St George’s Barracks guardroom and is now a children’s nursery. We hope that we
can organise this on the basis of a shared funding scheme.
Between 1940 and 1941 a Civil Defence Control Centre was built in the Avenue in Alverstoke to
coordinate information on bombing raids and the deployment of teams for emergency rescue and
repair work. The building is located by the side of the school and was last used in 1970. It is one of
very few wartime control centres still in existence and because of its rarity and the fact that it is well
preserved, it has been granted List 2 status, meaning it will be included in the list of buildings of
special architectural or historic interest. It is owned by Hampshire County Council and it has been
suggested by the Gosport Borough Council’s Heritage Officer that the Society might suggest a future
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use for it, rather than let it sit unused and slowly deteriorate. It consists of 3 large and 2 small rooms
and has two bathroom and toilet facilities. So if anyone has any suggestions for its future use, please
contact me or a member of the Committee.
The talk evenings in the Discovery Centre have been well supported, with a wide range of interesting
subjects. However, we have noticed that we are approaching the maximum number that can be
accommodated in the Centre. Because of this, the Committee has been investigating alternative
venues. One that is being seriously considered is St Luke’s Chapel in the grounds of Haslar Hospital
and approval to use the chapel has been given by Our Enterprise, the owners of the Haslar Hospital
site. It is intended to use St Luke’s on the 26 th January 2011, for a talk to be given by Civic Voice on
the benefits to the Gosport Society of remaining a member. You will remember that the AGM
authorised that membership should be limited to one year and considered again at the 2011 AGM.
We will also be using St Luke’s for the talk in June on the plans for Haslar Hospital, to be given by
Our Enterprise. Using St Luke’s will allow us to start the evenings at 7 pm, with coffee, and
commence the talk at 7.30. We realise that there is no public transport to Haslar after 7pm but it is
expected that if you don’t drive and want to come, a lift can be organised if you contact any member
of the Committee.
In the early days of the Society, and in conjunction with the Council, we had a Blue Plaque scheme to
recognise buildings or sites of historic importance. Sadly, this scheme lapsed but the Committee is
investigating restarting it. It is considered that the Gosport Railway Station redevelopment, and the
buildings surrounding Flagstaff Green and the Bakery in Clarence Yard, are worthy of recognition
under such a scheme.
As a final point, the New Year Social evening is on the 8 th January 2011 and this time, to avoid
overcrowding in the Parish Centre, we are limiting the numbers to 80, so put your name down with
Brian and Doreen as soon as possible to avoid being disappointed.
Just a reminder from your Treasurer that as from April next year the subscriptions to the Society will
be £11 per person
Pam and I would like to take the opportunity, albeit a little early, to wish you and your family a very
Happy Christmas and the very best for the New Year.
Roger Mawby

Treasurer
Each time we have a newsletter printed I struggle to find something to report. As we all know
everything seems to go up daily and with cutbacks from the County and Local Government in the
offing, I do wonder if we might find a substantial increase in the venue fees we pay for our meetings.
The libraries etc appear to be receiving quite a lot of publicity with regard to possible cutbacks in
revenue. As Roger has said above, it is very difficult to find premises in Gosport that will
accommodate the numbers attending our meetings, especially if it is a local topic.
As you know £10,250 was set aside at the beginning of the year to fund a project or projects that the
Society feel would be beneficial to the people of Gosport. So far we have spent £293.75 to sponsor a
flower bed commemorating the 40 th Anniversary of the Society. This flower bed, situated in Walpole
Park opposite the entrance of Morrisons, is quite large and is planted out with ruby coloured Pansies.
It should look a picture in the spring.
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The digitising of our slides for Gosport researchers’ use is still in progress, and a larger project,
possibly the St. George Clock, is still under discussion.
Doreen Pladdys

Membership Secretary
Our membership now stands at 232. We lost 24 members through resignations, but we have had
quite a number of new members, which makes our numbers up to this figure.
We now have 82 members paying subscriptions by Standing Order; I would ask those members who
do not pay by this method to please consider doing so.
As our Chairman has indicated, subscriptions for 2011-2012 will be £11.00 per member. This
change of subscriptions will obviously require all Standing Orders to be updated, I will send out
Standing Order update forms shortly to those members already paying their subscriptions this way.
I have noticed, when delivering mail to members, that there are at least two members that have their
properties up for sale. If you are moving house would you please let me know your new address ?
Brian Pladdys

Social Secretary
The Summer Event on 24th July was a great success, as was the Annual Dinner held on Friday 15 th
October. After the dinner we were entertained by a Jazz Quartet with members dancing to the music
until 11.00pm
The visit to the Kings Theatre on 4 th November to see ‘Guys & Dolls’ was very good. A coach
problem was not a very good start to the evening as the coach company had sent a 29 seater coach
instead of a 35 seater, which was only realised towards the end of the pick-up points when we ran
short of seats. We were taken to the Coach Depot where we transferred to another coach.
Our next Social Event takes place at the Alverstoke Parish centre on Saturday 8 th January 2011.
Forms for this event are enclosed with this newsletter.
We are fast approaching the end of our 2010-2011 series of talks with only three more talks to come.
Our next talk is entitled ‘A fashionable Resort – The Creation of Angleseyville’, to be given by Mr
John Tims, on Wednesday 17th November.
The coach visit to Hampton Court Palace via the boat trip on the River Thames was again a great
success. For 2011, I am in the process of organising a visit to the sites for the Olympic Games in
London, on Saturday 11th June 2011. Details of this coach trip can be seen below. The cost for the
trip will be £30.00 covering coach, tour of the Olympic sites, morning coffee and biscuits, roast beef
lunch and a gratuity for the driver.
There will be 49 seats on the coach and I need to fill all the seats to cover the costs.
I organise our trips for the members of the Society, so I will accept only requests for places from
members, and their spouses/partners where applicable, between now and 1 st April. If there are any
places left I will then accept requests for places from non-members. If you wish to join this trip you
can secure a seat by sending a cheque for £10 as a deposit, the balance of £20 to be paid by the end
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of May 2011. Please complete and remove the slip at the bottom of the enclosed sheet. We envisage
that this will be a popular trip, thus an early reply will secure seats.
Brian Pladdys

The Olympic London Explorer
Enjoy a moment in history and see the tremendous scale of developments transforming neglected
areas of London into a series of world class venues for 2012. Come the day, four billion people will
be looking at the London we are going to show you today.
Meet our tour guide in Stratford at 10-30am for morning refreshments. Our Blue Badge Guides have
passed the exams on a specialist course covering all aspects of the Olympics & Paralympics from the
Ancient Games to London 2012. During the morning we drive over to the Lower Lee Valley and a
canny viewing point for the Olympic Park. Is the vast stadium magnificent or a blancmange? You
decide. Nearby the Aquatic Centre and Velodrome are taking shape and there will also be a vast
shopping centre the size of Bluewater. It’s a fascinating morning and a real eye opener.
You’ll hear the entertaining story of the first two London Olympics of 1908 and 1948, both arranged
on a strict budget and both meant to engender goodwill to all men but managing to create
international uproar all the same.
Back to Stratford for a tasty roast beef or vegetarian lunch. You can buy hot drinks or bar drinks and
desserts can be ordered and paid for on the day.
In the afternoon we begin with a drive through the changing landscape of the Royal Docks where
you’ll see the old Millennium Dome which will need no further construction work to host the Boxing,
Judo, Weightlifting, Wrestling, Table Tennis and Taekwondo. Then we cross the Thames for an
interesting little drive out to see the longest parade ground in the world over at the Woolwich
Barracks where shooting events will be held.
Finally we stop inside the historic Woolwich Arsenal where cups of tea may be bought to round off an
exciting day before heading for home by 4-45pm.
As ever we keep walking to a minimum, there is a walk of approximately 300 yards, some of it gently
uphill, to the Olympic Park viewing point. The tour does not take you physically into the Olympic Park
because of security and health and safety restrictions.

Planning Sub-Committee
The Planning Sub-Committee regularly inspects applications for Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas and the weekly planning list, as issued by Gosport Borough Council. Some of the important
applications are outlined below: Fort Gilkicker In August this year, as a result of the Public Inquiry held in the spring, the Secretary of
State granted permission for this development to proceed. A summary of the report can be found on
this website: - www.fortgilkicker.co.uk
Royal Clarence Yard We had no objection to the conversion of the former Slaughter House into a
restaurant, with a café in an adjoining building. The blocks of apartments, F1, 2 & 3 in the centre of
the site are almost completed and are in keeping with the restored listed buildings.
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The Royal Arms Stoke Road An application for the conversion of this listed building into two flats on
the first floor, and a retail shop on the ground floor, has recently been granted permission. The
exterior of the building, including the canopy, is to be restored and some interior historic features are
to be retained.
Royal Engineer’s Depot, Weevil Lane Recently released by Defence Estates, the Station Master’s
House on this site has been very well restored, and is now occupied. The Royal Engineer’s former
workshops are being converted into six cottage style residences with two commercial units at the end
of the site.
Stokes Bay Cycle Track On land adjoining Stokes Bay Road the existing footpath is to be converted
to form a 3 metre wide shared cycleway from Gomer lane along Stokes Bay Road to Anglesey Road.
There will be additions and alterations to the existing earth mounds and other landscaping. As the
cycle path will cross the historic remains of the moat in some parts an Archaeologist will monitor the
development to ensure no damage occurs. We had no objections to this application.
Royal Naval Submarine Museum Civil Engineering works are to be carried out to allow ongoing
maintenance and restoration of HMS Alliance, including a new piled Cofferdam, to allow underwater
foundations to be built dry, new stairs at the bow, a lift at the stern and new electrical and mechanical
plant and plant room. We had no objection to this application.
Gosport Railway Station The shell of the old railway station has been used to build thirty-eight
affordable houses and flats around the old platforms. The original entrance in Spring Garden Lane
has also been preserved. The development is expected to be completed in early December and is
well worth a visit.
Our liaison meetings with Gosport Borough Council Officers continue on a quarterly basis. Below are
some items mentioned at our last two meetings: Haslar Hospital Development www.royalhaslar.com An application for this site is not expected until
the spring of next year, but, as with similar large sites, there will be plenty of opportunity for public
consultation.
Rowner Cottages We are concerned about the Grade II listed cottages, however we have been
informed that the owner of the cottages is working with Borough Council Officers and a Conservation
Architect, to progress the development of the cottages.
ARP Civil Defence Building, The Avenue As our Chairman has mentioned in his report, due to the
efforts of the Borough Council’s Conservation Dept, the former ARP Report Centre in the Avenue has
now been listed Grade 11. English Heritage acknowledged that the Centre was a rare example of this
type of structure used during the 2 nd WW, and was a reminder of the dangers faced by Gosport
civilians at that time. We would welcome any ideas for a sustainable use for the building. As it is in
the grounds of a junior school an educational role may be the most appropriate.
QinetiQ - Fort Road (former Physiological Laboratory) Battery No. 5, part of the Stokes Bay Lines, is
located on this site as well as No.6 Redoubt 1780, recently inspected by the Conservation Officer.
The site has been empty for some time, but any future plans will need to take account of the
architectural remains on the site.
The Railway Inn This Listed building is now up for sale and we understand a number of enquiries
have been received. There is no planning application to date, but we will keep you informed.

5

Details of Planning Applications can be found on Gosport Borough Council website at
www.gosport.gov.uk Click on planning applications. Planning applications may also be seen in the
planning reception office on the 3rd floor at the Town Hall.
May Bumford

A Surprise at Stokes Bay
How many of us living in Gosport knew about a military tunnel built 150 years ago at Stokes Bay? Not
many, and even fewer know that it is still there today! I learned of it by accident whilst looking at the
Fort Gilkicker website, when I came across a section on Stokes Bay Lines, where there was a
reference to No.1 Battery.
Most of us are familiar with No. 2 Battery and aware that Nos. 3, 4, & 5 were at Jellicoe Avenue,
Military Road & Qinetiq in Fort Road respectively, but are mystified where No.1 could have been.
Could it be the one at Browndown where the Army practise landings ? Not so, it turns out to be at the
rear of No.2 and integral with it.
Built in 1860 with 9 guns, its purpose was to :1. Straddle the only coast road at that time to Browndown & Lee;
2. Cover the rear of a dam constructed to flood the Gomer marshes in time of attack;
3. Protect the rear of No. 2 Battery & its access.
I was even more intrigued to see a picture of a tunnel through its ramparts leading
to No.2 Battery. This provided a route, via a covered way, to the bridge over the moat
surrounding the battery. The fascinating fact is that this bridge was the sole entrance
to this major battery of the Stokes Bay Lines.
Further investigation revealed that the section of the rampart containing the tunnel was still in
existence within the Mobile Home Park! The photo, below, of the Northern entrance to the tunnel
showing No. 2 in the background was taken in July. Sadly a new home has since been positioned,
blocking this view through the gate on the SW side of the roundabout. It is possible to still see the
shell recess to the right of the tunnel, where a timber door is. The other photo shows the Southern
entrance, which is in the garden of Plot No. 75 and can be viewed with prior permission of the
owners.
The plan of the batteries indicates the position of the tunnel & bridge. This was taken, with
permission, from David Moore’s excellent publication, “Solent Papers No. 8 – The Stokes Bay
Defences”, which is a must buy for anyone wanting to learn all about this valuable aspect of our local
heritage. Nothing remains of No.1 Battery today except the part of the ramparts shaded on the plan
& situated just to the West of the roundabout in the Mobile Home Park. I have an aerial photo of the
whole site overlaid with the position of both Batteries should anyone wish to have help with
identification.
The Society has applied for No.1 Battery to be scheduled as an Ancient Monument
and we are awaiting the approval of English Heritage.
Howard Bennett
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North Entrance to Tunnel

South Entrance to Tunnel

7

8

