
Friends Christmas Party
The Christmas Party will be held in the 

Search Building in Clarence Road 
from 3pm to 5pm 19th December

Come and enjoy, good food and company 
 a chance to win a prize in the raffle.

We would like to remember those who 
will be in Gosport War Memorial Hospital 

over Christmas. Please bring a small present 
wrapped and labelled “From the Friends 

of Gosport Museum” with a 2nd detachable 
label  stating what is in the parcel so it can 

    be given to a patent that it would be suitable.     

Friends of Gosport Museum 
Informal Coffee Morning

In the Discovery Centre 10:30am
Every 2nd Thursday of the month
Meetings before next Newsletter

Thursday 11th December
Thursday 10th January 2008

For around 1 hour meet at the Wings Café
Informal meeting to discuss local heritage 
and perhaps extras such as gallery visits 

and opportunity to discover
what is available at the Discovery Centre.
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Thanks to Bob Whiteley

I would like to thank Bob for all his help with my taking on the Newsletter Editors post. As well as 
providing copies of past Newsletters, which I am sure that you will agree were very readable, informative 
and useful. I put mine on my noticeboard to remind me of events, his advice on preparing, printing and 
distributing  the Newsletter and having gathered items for the November and some for later issues. 

I hope that you will continue to send articles for inclusion to me at my address or by email, details on the 
back page. I am sure that this one will not be up to the standard of previous Newsletters, partly as I only 
have a couple of weeks  to practice and partly as we use different software, so I was not able to use the 
previous templates. Please let me know if you feel something could be done better or articles about different 
areas could be used. If I am close to something, I am not always able to see problems that are obvious to 
others. All the best Ian Jeffery.          

Many Thanks to Retiring Committee Members

Also many thanks to all those officers and committee members who are now retiring for all they have done 
in the past. Bob Whiteley, Bill Mansfield, Mary Colyer, and Brenda Whiteley for all the invitations to the 
Friends at the Summer events and making me feel comfortable on my  visits to their fantastic home on my 
visits for training and the files.  Also best wishes to Alison Firth for her maternity leave from 5th December. 

Thanks for the AGM Talk

Thank you to Janet Wilding for her talk at the AGM about all the work that is carried out by the team at 
SEARCH including the schools, memories of the past and the open days at the school holidays.
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Hampshire County Council Museum Service; Chilcom   House, Winchester      

Visit by Friends of  Gosport Museum Saturday, 22nd September.

In an introductory presentation, the Director, Alistair Penfold explained the extent of the service offered by the 
Museum Service. They work with the Andover, the Milestones museum in Basingstoke, Basing House, the Curtis 
Museum in Alton, the Eastleigh Museum, Petersfleld Museum, the Christchurch Museum - which was formerly in the 
County, as well as the Gosport museum providing touring exhibitions and expertise.   They have a store of 350,00 
photos, 8-9000 picture and a total of 3 million objects.   They are in the process of recording all the donations on 
computer and details can be found on their website.

Four of their specialist staff had given up their Saturdays to give us a tour in small groups of 7 to 8 in the Transport 
Section and Repair workshop, the Archaeology section, the Textile and art section and the Natural Science section. 
Each of these four visits proved to be of the greatest interest.

In the Transport Section amongst a vast display in an old barn, we saw some of the work of the Thorneycroft company 
including an impressive 1936 Coop delivery lorry of very high quality, numerous agricultural instruments each 
redolent of their own period, a remarkable car - still in use, by Gordon Keeble made in fiberglass and capable of 
reaching 150 mph - a somewhat terrifying experience when used now - the company had only a short life in the 
1950s.   There was a portentous, bulky motorised bath chair of circa 1948 and in the repair shop a piano moving 
vehicle, also by Thorneycroft of the 1930s which was being lovingly restored.

In the Archeology Section, the center's Librarian, Jill Arnott, let us handle hand axes from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic 
and Neolithic Ages - covering several million years and then, in contrast a hand coloured original Saxton map of the 
counties of England from 1575 prepared by a simple use of chain measurements, followed by one of 1749, now 
showing main roads and finally, a 19th Century map showing the railway to Gosport! There were also charming 
children's books of the late 19th Century with the most admirable and detailed drawings.

After an ample and generous lunch with delicious sandwiches and plenty of coffee and tea, we moved on to the Art and 
Design, Dress, Textiles and Furniture Section where Sue Washington enthusiastically showed us samples of her 
collection. There was an enchanting sampler in bead work, the colours still glowing, though the date was 1839 and 
worked by one Ellen Gamble.   There was a boy's sailor suit and a very special Page Boy costume in black velvet, 
complete with breeches, jack and velvet hat. This had the greatly added interest of a photo graph of Geoffrey Talbot 
wearing the outfit for a wedding in 1893. Sadly, we heard he was later killed in the First World War.

Sue explained that what they were looking for was near contemporary examples of young people's wear, especially 
boys, so that they could interest and involve children. Any items given to the museum should have as many details of 
provenance and, for costume, who wore them and details of the person. Our final visit was to the Natural Science 
section led by Chris Palmer, the Curator.   This collection is the most important in the South East of England and the 
centre for Hampshire's Biodiversity Service, B.IC..  The range of specimens we saw was mind blowing.   From bumble 
bees, to the four and a half thousand beetles, to flora to  mammals and fish, it was extraordinary. Only the Natural 
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History Museum in London surpasses the collection.  The whole collection is carefully recorded according to the 
international Linnaeus binomial system used internationally and available for research for specialists. There were three 
drawers of ladybirds. We saw the different methods of preservation - either dried or the 900 species of spiders at the 
centre preserved in alcohol. Bats had to be kept in fluid to preserve the internal organs.   Freeze drying has to be used 
for fungi. Extraordinarily we found ourselves handling the femur bone of the extinct Dodo! In the Herbarium, the flora 
section, we saw collections of lichens -Mr Palmer explained the British flora is relatively limited as the country was 
isolated from the continent at he end of the Ice Age -France has twice the number of species.

In the Animal Section, the most startling exhibit was the Swamp Cat, some two foot long and 18 inches high which had 
been found on Hayling Island in 1988.   It is normally a resident of North Africa - there is, apparently, a colony of these 
animals on Hayling, probably having escaped or having been released by a circus.   The rumour of the existence of 
these creatures Was proved to be true when this example was killed by a passing car.

It was a fascinating day and we owe a real debt of thanks to the staff of the Service and to the members of the Friends of 
Gosport Museum who organised the visit. Mrs Felicity Anderson. (2007)    

Thank you to the following who also sent in letters praising the visit to Chilcomb House, comments along 
the line of how much of interest. Mike Leoplod, Joyce Upperton, and Frank and Felicity Anderson.  Also 
thank you to Mary Duly and Joan Symonds for organising the visit. (Ed)

Photos of Chilcon House visit by Michael Adams

Fort Gilkicker
Fort Gilkicker occupies a unique and prominent position overlooking Spithead at the eastern end of Stokes 
Bay at Gosport. It was constructed in 1871 to protect the western approaches to Portsmouth Harbour, and for 
thirty years served its purpose as an efficient, fully armed, integral part of the complex defences of 
Portsmouth. Throughout the Victorian period the fort was used to train coast defence gunners and many 
innovative inventions in the development of coast artillery were tested at the fort. Advancements in the 
construction of more efficient artillery were made over a relatively short period of time and the fort was 
constantly updated and altered as new artillery pieces were introduced. In 1902 the fort was fitted with the 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR  ian@gosport.info
If you use email and would be happy to receive this

Newsletter by  email, please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
The Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff

Membership of the Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee member. 
Annual Subscription  Individuals £5 Families £7.50

This Newsletter was printed and produced
 with the help of the Discovery Centre (Museum)
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new 6-inch and 9.2-inch B.L. guns but their use at Gilkicker was short-lived. The guns in the fort were 
declared superfluous in 1904. During this last change of armament the magnificent granite face of the fort 
was covered with an earth embankment to hide and protect it. The fort continued in military use as part of 
the Anti Aircraft defences during World War One and as message receiving and transmitting station during 
the World War Two arrangements for D-Day. Following this the barrack block of the Fort served  as quarters 
for Royal Engineers and their families until released by the MOD in 1956. The Crown continued to use the 
Fort as a plumbers workshop and for storage until it was eventually acquired by Hampshire County Council 
in 1986. It was used by the County for a few years as a store for building materials. The fort since then has 
continued to deteriorate despite measures by the County Council to stabilise the structure. It now lies forlorn 
and neglected, its gun casemates decaying and its impressive granite facade covered with earth. 
Its importance to the history of coast defence in the United Kingdom is reflected in its status as a Grade II* 
listed building. This is emphasised even further by it being designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument and 
although this confers a high measure of protection, the fort is also listed on the National Buildings At Risk 
register.
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The Fort is still the property of Hampshire County Council and is awaiting 
proposals to convert it for modern use in order to secure it for the enjoyment of 
future generations. This unique piece of Victorian engineering is of immense 
importance to the history of coast defence in the United Kingdom and must be 
preserved at all costs. Allowing it to fall down is not an option. Doing nothing to 
preserve it would be a crime against our children and their children. We would not 
be thanked by generations to come if we did nothing to prevent the collapse of this 
beautiful building that is of National importance not just of local interest. The only 
secure future for the fort is to convert it to modern usage. Hampshire County 
Council have invited tenders for the conversion of the fort that will take into 
consideration its history and significance in the development of coast defence in the 
UK.Askett-Hawk Developments have been selected to put forward proposals to 
convert the gun casemates into twenty-two apartments, with the barrack block 
adding scope for a further seven apartments. A team of specialist consultants has 
been formed and they are now drawing up outline plans, which will be submitted 
shortly. This same team has been responsible for the conversion of the Royal Mills 
in Manchester and the Albert Dock in Liverpool. During and after this preliminary 
period the team have involved all interested persons and bodies, local and national, 
in their proposals. The scheme has the full backing of Hampshire County Council, 
Gosport Council, English Heritage, English Nature and specialist organisations such 
as The Palmerston Forts Society. The team will spend the next sixth months on site 
before submitting full plans for the conversion. It is hoped that the conversion will 
be complete in Spring of 2010. David Moore. 
The rest of this article will be in the next newsletter in January. (Ian Jeffery)

Friends of Gosport Museum web site at www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk.


