
FRIENDS OF GOSPORT MUSEUMFRIENDS OF GOSPORT MUSEUM
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk

NEWSLETTER    MARCH/ APRIL 2013 

Chairman's Letter January

The Christmas Party was a success and the Gosport Quiz devised by Jack Poole was great fun, we 
had an interesting time discussing the answers until Jack came along with the correct answers and 
put us out of out misery.

I was unable to attend the recent JMC meeting and also the talk the same evening. I had previous 
engagements which I could not cancel. Our Vice-Chairman Maggie Ventham did attend. 
We have sponsored a recent talk “The Images of Old Gosport” and there will be others later in the 
year. The Gallery has some interesting exhibition in the offing, at present “Snapshot” inspired  by  
the Lawrence archive.

As I am sure you know the austerity measures are continuing in all areas but the Museum Staff are  
coping bravely. The Discovery Centre is closing shortly for about two months for refurbishment but 
during this time the Local Studies Centre is coming to the rescue and our Thursday Morning Coffee 
sessions and other events will take place there.

You may remember the response from the Waitrose Green Token venture that helped with the 
Mammoth,  unfortunately  my  approach  to  Asda  has  fallen  on  “deaf  ears”.  I  have  received  no  
response  and  when  I  approached  the  management,  the  reply  was  “the  Staff  decide  which 
organisation will be selected for their collection”. So I suppose the Museum is not high on their  
agenda. I cannot end on a low note so let us look forward to the New Year with our heads high and 
make this another successful year for the Friends of Gosport Museum. Sydney Aynsworth 
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Friends of Gosport Museum

Informal Coffee Meeting

in the Discovery Centre 10:30am 
every 2nd Thursday of the month.

Meetings before next Newsletter

Thursday 14th March

Local Studies Centre 

Thursday 11th April

Thursday 9th  May 

Thursday 13th June

meet at Bookworm Café  

AGM 16th May 2013 DC 7pm

The Studio Discovery Centre

Committee Nomination Forms 

Enclosed With Members Newsletter. 

At 7:30pm Talk by David Taylor on

Lightships – The talk will be open to the 
public and a charge will be made.

FREE for FGM Membership.

Advance Notice Talk 26  th   September  

7:30pm The Studio Discovery Centre

Details in next newsletter.
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Gosport Slide Show Talk by Bob Harrop

On the 17th January I attended the talk and slide show presented by Bob Harrop in the SEARCH 
building. The slides took us from the up the High Street (I am sure it would have been Middle Street  
in some of the photographs) Privitt  Road out to Lee-on-the-Solent then back through Fareham 
Road, Brockhurst Road,  Forton Road to Mumby Road. Along the route, detours were made north 
and south  to view other interesting places.  The slides were gone though with Bob 'chatting'  us 
through  them,  with  opportunities  for  members  of  the  audience  to  comment.  The  event  lasted 
around and hour and twenty minutes, the time seemed to go much quicker than that to me. We also 
had a chance to look around the Lawrence Exhibition before the talk. I understand that it was so 
popular that Bob was asked to do it a couple of days before as well as on the original day, so 40 
were at the earlier one with 50 at the one on the 17 th, you can see it was very popular. Thank you to 
Bob Harrop. Ian  Jeffery.

Discovery Centre

The main Gosport Discovery Centre building is due to be closed between 4th February and 2nd 
April  2013. I  understand that meetings and events will  take place in the Gosport Gallery, Local 
Studies Centre and SEARCH buildings. The Coffee Meetings on 14 th February and 14th March will 
take place in the Science Room in SEARCH, but please go to the Local Studies Centre Reception  
and you will be taken to the room 

AGM Preparation - Nomination Forms

The AGM of The Friends of Gosport Museum will take place on the 16th May from 7pm (please note 
the earlier time) in The Studio of the main Discovery Centre building. Please see the nomination 
forms  for  committee  officers  and  members  enclosed  with  the  newsletters  of  the  membership.  
Please consider whether you would be able to join the committee or take on one of the posts. 
There are a number of vacancies, or you may wish to take on one of the other posts, I am sure  
post-holders would be willing to show what is required, perhaps, try a year on the committee, if you  
are not ready to take on a post at the moment.  Please make sure that anyone that you have 
nominated or seconded is willing to stand.  Thank you.

Matisse Drawing with Scissors Late Works 1950 to 1954  Exhibition 
16th February to 20  th   April 2013  

The French painter, sculptor and designer Henri Matisse (1869-1954) was one of the 20th century’s 
most  influential  artists.  His  vibrant  works  are  celebrated  for  their  extraordinary  richness  and 
luminosity of colour. The exhibition features 35 lithographic reproductions of Matisse’s famous cut-
outs, produced in the last four years of his life and includes many of his iconic images, such as The  
Snail and the Blue Nudes. A Hayward Touring exhibition from Southbank Centre, London on behalf 
of  Arts Council England. In the Gosport Gallery,late night opening 21st February and 21st March.

There are a number of other events and exhibitions, see the Discovery Centre What's On booklet.

Volunteering with the Arts and Museum Service

Would you be able to volunteer to help Arts and Museum Services there's more need than ever  
before. Anyone who has not volunteered before, MUST contact Janet Wildmam before turning up!
Phone 023 9250 1957 or emai ljanet.wildman@hants.gov.uk. There are some simple arrangements 
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to be made before registering as a volunteer. A criminal record check is not required!
The next event is "Story Explorers" Wed. March 6th 4-6pm and same again next day. Also Sat. 
March 23rd 11am-3pm for "Inventions and Discovery" Open Day All these are at SEARCH.
If somebody has the time to offer a regular slot each week, perhaps to help with odd jobs, I'm sure 
that would be considered too. If the phone rings or the doorbuzzer goes off, the staff working with 
classes cannot leave them. The registration form includes basic facts like next of kin/contact phone 
number, date of birth any disabilities and so on, obviously the Museum Service is responsible for 
the safety of volunteers whilst  in the buildings. The families who visit  are always keen and it's 
worthwhile giving some time to help the Service maintain community events at SEARCH in these 
times of cutbacks in staffing. 

BAFM Conferences 2013     

The  South  East  Western  Counties  Area  Conference  will  be  held  courtesy  of  the  Friends  of  
Abingdon Museum in Oxfordshire on Tuesday 10th September 2013. The County Hall Museum has 
recently had a major £3m restoration and looks magnificent. The meeting itself will be held across  
the road in The Roysse Room, which dates from the late 1400s. It forms part of the Guildhall and 
contains a splendid collection of mayoral regalia. There will be guided tours of the Museum after 
lunch.

BAFM AGM and National Conference will be held in Aberdeern 27 th to 29th September.  Further 
details see www.bafm.org.uk or contact Fiona Turnbull, Conference Facilitator Tel: 01833 638 449. 

Item from BAFM to put in Member Groups Newsletters

BAfM Conference Weekend 2013
Every individual member of any Friends Group which is part of the British Association of Friends of 
Museums BAfM) is entitled to attend the Annual General Meeting which takes place during the 
Conference Weekend. The Conference for 2013 will take place in Aberdeen on 27 th, 28th and 29th 

September.  It  is  being  organised  by  the  Friends  ofAberdeen  Art  Gallery  and  Museums  and 
promises to ,  to include an interesting mixture of visits,  talks plus a Civic Reception and Gala  
Dinner in Aberdeen Town and County Hall. The theme of the conference is “Innovative ways of 
sharing  our  Heritage”  and  the  keynote  speeches  and  discussion  sessions  will  concentrate  on 
various issues around this theme. There will also be plenty of opportunities for informal discussion  
with Friends from other groups around the country.

Although Aberdeen may seem a long way from your home town, thanks to its booming oil industry 
the town enjoys excellent transport links, a mild climate and is also a vibrant and fascinating region  
to explore. What more encouragement can you wish! Full details can be found on the BAfM website  
www.bafm.org.uk including a booking form so we look forward to meeting you in Aberdeen this 
coming September. Fiona Turnbull BAfM Conference Facilitator

Membership Subscription Reminder - Error in Previous Newsletter

The membership subscription for the 2013-14 year are due on the 1st April 2013. There should be a 
subscription reminder form enclosed with members newsletters.

Membership is open to all who are interested in the Gosport Museum-on-the-Mezzanine, SEARCH 
and  Gosport  Gallery Subscription  April  2013  to  March  2014  single  £6  or  joint  £9.  Forms are 
available  from  the  Museum-on-the-Mezzanine  or  Committee  Members.  Please  send  your 
completed form and subscription cheque to Linda Hedley , 7 Fairhome Close, Gosport,  Hants 
PO12 4HZ. Please note the correct address, now shown above. 
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Report (Summary) on Joint Management Committee

Curator's Report for Final Quarter 2012
Total of 2,260 children and students took part in formal education across the 4 museum areas.
Total of 1,573 participated in community engagement education/ activities.
A bid has been made to the Arts Council Strategic Fund (part of Hants/ Solent Partnership) for 
£630,000 for 2years for the 2014 exhibition program and development of digital marketing projects.
Hants museums including Gosport Museum to go through accreditation process again.

Discovery Centre Report
Integration of sites, staff, working practices etc (Arts and Museums with Library Services) here in 
Gosport is forging ahead.
DC now has a community partnership with Immigration Removal Centre Haslar Library.
The Big Lottery bid is in for £50,000 for “Advice Services Transition Fund” - led by CAB and 
partners (ie. DC, St Vincent College, Gosport Voluntary Action) this is to fund local IT education. 

The aim is to help people cope with the new Universal Credit System.
The last quarter's new events were well attended, successful. The spring 
program is taking off, some already fully booked.
Learning Courses and Work Clubs (with JobCentre Plus) high level of 
satisfaction and involvement.
DC Manager is meeting with other county DC managers.
DC budget has to lose £65,000 hence the need to get grants!
In April the Library Service takes over the SEARCH Building.
Integration with Arts and Museum Service and facility management will be 
progressing, opening hours will be extended, care-taking remodelled, self-
service installed and open, the Naval Collection in Local Studies. Due to 
demand the Children's Library is expanding and moved to 1st floor and the 
fiction expanded by demand on the ground floor.

Summary by Maggie Ventham 
(Vice-Chairman)

Fuller reports are available.

If you have any information, articles, events  or photos that you think may 
be of interest to members of the Friends of Gosport Museum or others,  
please let me have them by post or email, details below, by 19 th April for 
the May Newsletter.  if you have something please let me have your item 
as soon as you can, thank you. Ian

 Friends of Gosport Museum web site at  
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter 

by email please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those 
of Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee 

member.  Annual Subscription  
Individuals £6 Families £9.00.

Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Discovery Centre. 

Friends of Gosport
Museum

President
Bob Whiteley

Committee Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Vice Chairman 
Margaret Ventham

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Committee Members 
Mary Duly
Jack Poole

Joan Russell
David Taylor
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