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Chairman's Letter December 2012

There is no Chairman's Letter for this newsletter, but at the Christmas Party Dr Aynsworth, asked to 
add a note, hoping all the members and other readers of this newsletter had a good Christmas and 
New Year, and wish you all the best for 2013. I wish to say the same and expect the same wish will 
also be from all members of the Friends of Gosport Museum committee. I hope to see you at 
events in 2013. Ian Jeffery 

Christmas Party

The annual Friends of Gosport Museum Christmas Party took place in The Studio of The Discovery 
Centre on the 10th December from 2pm. There were 11 members, all enjoyed the tea/coffee mince 
pies and chat.  There was also a local history quiz by Jack Poole, who did not arrive with the  
answers until  later, this meant, that an involved discussion to work out the answers. The group  
agreed on answers were all correct except two, 'In 1938 how many destinations did the ferry go to  
from Gosport Pontoon?' and 'The Spring Gardens were on the site of-' . I will put the answers in the  
next newsletter. I understand a few members had gone away, so I hope that they had a good trip, 
visit or holiday and the travelling went well. I have also been told that a few members were ill and  
hope that they are now fully recovered. If you would have liked to attend but something that the 
committee could change stopped you being able to be there, such as date, time etc, please let me 
or another committee member know. 
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Friends of Gosport Museum

Informal Coffee Meeting

in the Discovery Centre 10:30am 
every 2nd Thursday of the month.

Meetings before next Newsletter

Thursday 10th  January

Thursday 14th February

Thursday 14th March

Thursday 11th April

For around 1 hour

meet at Bookworm Café  

Talk 17th January 2013

 7:30pm to 9pm by Bob Harrop

A slide show around Gosport as it was.

Gosport Gallery, High St

 FGM Members Free.  £4 concessions  £3

Booking Essential at DC Reception

or Tel: 023 9252 3463 

AGM 16th May 2013 DC 7:30pm

The Studio Discovery Centre

Followed by 

Committee Nomination Forms will be with 
the next Newsletter
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Discovery Centre

The main Gosport Discovery Centre building is due to be closed between 4th February and 2nd 
April  2013.  New What's  On booklet  is  available  www3.hants.gov.uk/library/gdc/whatson-gdc.htm 
and in it you will see some one off and regular events that would normally be in the main building,  
will be in the Gosport Gallery or Local Studies Centre between the above dates.  

Lawrence Exhibition 12th January to 9th February 2013

The Lawrence Archive: A window onto our past. Gosport Gallery, Walpole Rd, Gosport, PO12 1NS 
Open 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday. 

Celebrating over 100 years of photography by J.C.Lawrence & Sons, with over 50 newly released  
images which have not been exhibited before. An astonishing insight into Gosport's past.

Free Admission. www.hants.gov.uk/gosport-gallery . 

Closed on Sundays. Thursday 17th January the gallery has extended opening from 10am to 7pm.

South East Western Counties Area Conference
The Royal Marines Museum, Southsea 10th September 2012

by Sue Hall Regional Co-ordinator

A most  successful  annual  meeting was held courtesy of  the Friends of  The Royal  Marines at  
Eastney Barracks in Southsea. The meeting was opened by Rear Admiral  David Bawtree, Deputy  
Lieutenant of Hampshire. He gave a short summary of his experiences in the Navy, especially at  
HMS Warrior, where he had considerable assistance from volunteers and Friends groups. He is a 
part of the Future Ship Project, aimed at funding and sourcing a large British vessel which would  
undertake many of the duties of the last Royal Yacht,  Britannia, which was withdrawn in 1997. In 
his opinion the public, and volunteer Friends, could play a large part in getting such a project off to  
a good start.

Ian Maine, Deputy Director and Curator of the Royal Marines Museum gave an overview of the  
Museum and its part as one of the Museums of the Royal Navy. He emphasised the long existence 
of the Marines, starting in the 17th century, as a force which would assist Navy personnel in action. 
This led top a vast array of decorations, and it has been with the assistance of Friends that a large  
and very impressively displayed gallery of  medals,  flags,   pennants and decorations has been 
assembled on site. Without the assistance of Friends, this gallery would still be in progress. Friends  
have also assisted in the development of themed displays and in many background tasks where 
paid assistance is not available.

Rob  Webley,  Economics  and  Cultural  Services,  Portable  Antiquities  Scheme  in  Hampshire 
addressed the resource that Friends and the public could bring to the area of “finds”. Finds are 
those  things  unearthed  by  whatever  means,  the  plough,  the  digger  installing  drains,building 
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excavations,  or  more  recently  and  increasingly,  the  use  of  metal  detectors.  While  the  name 
“treasure trove” has traditionally been used for these, there has been a recent move towards newer  
and more easily understood classification of the Treasure Act of 1996. Finds are borrowed from 
their discoverers for a short time, and a “virtual version” recorded on a national internet database, 
so  everyone  can  see  them.  All  relevant  details  are  noted  and  finds  are  photographed  and 
pinpointed on the map, although precise find-spots are not fully divulged, apart from to genuine 
researchers to protect sensitive sites. At the time of writing over 811,000 finds have been recorded,  
making this the largest dataset of its type in the world. Much of the presentation showed images of  
the range of finds recorded from Hampshire, from Palaeolithic hand axes to coins through the ages. 
Groups of artefacts were identified as common themes: dress accessories and other casual losses, 
including horse furniture, which otherwise might not necessarily come up on urban excavation,  
early medieval  cemeteries, Roman votive sites.  Although it  was stressed that  the PAS records 
artefacts of  all  materials  forms the majority,  meaning that  much outreach is  devoted to  metal-
detecting  groups  and  individual  finders.  Other  aspects  of  outreach  were  mentioned  and  the 
invaluable work of volunteers stressed, especially in terms of the Hampshire output of records. The 
talk ended as it began, with a description of the Treasure process and it was noted the Friends 
organisations have helped raise funds locally for the acquisition of Treasure items. We ended with  
the story of the Late Iron Age “Winchester Treasure”, a pair of gold jewellery sets which may have 
been a gift from Rome before the conquest.

Anne Chillingworth, Chair of Southampton's Museums, Archives and Galleries spoke of the role of 
Friends in the 21st Century. She said there was obviously great difficulty in recruiting, maintaining 
and managing Friends groups. While people have good intentions, it appears that they are not very 
willing  to  devote  much,  if  any,  time  to  administration.  Thus  it  seems  very  difficult  to  recruit  
committee  members  and  to  run  organisations:”I  will  give  time,  but  not  that  much,  and  not  at  
meetings”.There  is  also  a  difficult  area  when  volunteers  work  alongside  paid  staff,  where  
responsibility  is  either  not  clear  or  jealously guarded.  Many delegates  spoke of  problems with  
council grants and premises becoming unavailable, often at short notice. However it is not always 
necessary to have premises, since most things can be done nowadays via the internet. The internet 
is avoided by many older people, but a phone call will work just as well, and as time goes on, the 
next generation of Friends will be internet “savvy”. Some organisations continue to post letters etc.  
but the recent postal charges increases make the internet very attractive. Fundraising  is nowadays  
paramount for many. If does not appear that many Friends groups have a wide ranging enough 
view of where funds might be available and how to access them. There is only a limited amount of  
money available  from coffee  mornings  and  bring  and  buy cake  sales,  which  in  the  main  are  
attended by current  members.  It  was not  clear  what  the role  of  Friends should be in  the 21 st 

Century. The general impression was that the various groups represented at the meeting would  
continue to struggle along. There seemed to be  no planning for the future, certainly in terms of  
personnel  and finance.  It  seems that  a  decreasing number  of  very passionate  and committed 
people  are  shouldering  massive  responsibility  in  struggling  to  just  continue  and  maintain  their 
Friends groups. If the present situation continues, it would seem likely that some of these groups 
will fold, or perhaps have to combine with another local group in order to have critical mass.

The day ended with a tour of the D-Day Museum, where a short film was shown and the  splendid 
Overlord  Embroidery  was  displayed.   Sue  Hall,  Regional  Co-ordinator,  South  East  (Western 
Counties)

A four page list of fund-raising suggestions was included with Sue Hall's letter and report. 
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BAFM Conferences 2013     

The  South  East  Western  Counties  Area  Conference  will  be  held  courtesy  of  the  Friends  of  
Abingdon Museum in Oxfordshire on Tuesday 10th September 2013. The County Hall Museum has 
recently had a major £3m restoration and looks magnificent. The meeting itself will be held across  
the road in The Roysse Room, which dates from the late 1400s. It forms part of the Guildhall and 
contains a splendid collection of mayoral regalia. There will be guided tours of the Museum after 
lunch.

The BAFM AGM and National Conference will be held in Aberdeern from 27 th to 29th September 
2013. For further details see www.bafm.org.uk or contact Fiona Turnbull, Conference Facilitator Tel:  
01833 638 449. 

This varied programme included locally organised exhibitions, and ones put on by the Museum 
Service's exhibitions team. All had a programme of events attached to them.

BAFM Journal Autumn 2012

The Autumn 2012 British Association of Friends of Museums Journal is 
now available, you can find it at www.bafm.org.uk or if you wish to see a 
printed copy, please let me know. Ian

Membership

Membership is open to all who are interested in the Gosport Museum-on-
the-Mezzanine,  SEARCH  and  Gosport  Gallery  Subscription  to  March 
single £5 or joint £7.50. For membership April 2013 to March 2014 single 
£6 or joint £9. Forms are available from the Museum-on-the-Mezzanine or 
Committee Members. Please send your completed form and subscription 
cheque to Linda Hedley , 7 Fairthorne Road, Gosport,  Hants PO12 3PU. 

If you have any information, articles, events  or photos that you think may 
be of interest to members of the Friends of Gosport Museum or others, 
please let me have them by post or email, details below, by 15 th February 
for the March Newsletter.  if you have something please let me have your 
item as soon as you can, thank you. Ian

 Friends of Gosport Museum web site at  
www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk 
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Please send contributions for the Newsletter to 
Ian Jeffery, FGM Newsletter Editor

 11 Harcourt Road, PO12 3NR ian@gosport.info
If you would be happy to receive this Newsletter 

by email please let me know.
The views expressed are not necessarily those 
of Hampshire CC Museums Service or its staff.

Membership of  Friends of Gosport Museum is 
open to all - Please contact any Committee 

member.  Annual Subscription  
Individuals £6 Families £9.00.

Due 1st April Each Year.
This Newsletter was printed and produced

 with the help of the Discovery Centre. 

Friends of Gosport
Museum

President
Bob Whiteley

Committee Chairman
Sidney Aynsworth

023 9258 0544

Vice Chairman 
Margaret Ventham

Hon. Treasurer
David Moore

023 9258 6575

Hon. Secretary
Ian Jeffery

023 9252 3358

Membership Secretary
Linda Hedley

Committee Members 
Mary Duly
Jack Poole

Joan Russell
David Taylor

file:///C:/Users/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DGWDQJ8P/www.friendsofgosportmuseum.org.uk

